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Free all political prisoners, free Aung San Suu Kyi, free Burma.
VOA News -

[NLDmembrsnSupportersofCRPPnNLDnDASSK] 2008-08-26 Burma News Summary - anil verma <anilverma7@yahoo.com> www.badasf.org

Burma's Aung San Suu Kyi Refusing Food Deliveries
By VOA News -

26 August 2008

http://www.voanews.com/english/2008-08-26-voa28.cfm

Aung San Suu Kyi (file photo)Dissident groups say Burmese opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi is refusing food deliveries
at her Rangoon home, where she is under house arrest, sparking rumors that she has begun a hunger strike.
Dissident groups based in Thailand say the Nobel Peace Prize laureate last accepted a
food delivery on August 15, but turned away supplies on August 22.
Her political party, the National League for Democracy, says it has no way of determining
Aung San Suu Kyi's condition or intentions, because it is not allowed to keep in contact
with her.
The news comes after the democracy leader refused to meet with U.N. Special Envoy
Ibrahim Gambari last week.
Gambari left Burma Saturday after failing to convince the military government to talk with
Aung San Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy party.

Aung San Suu Kyi (file photo)

Aung San Suu Kyi refused to see Gambari during his
six-day visit, and the NLD called his trip a waste of
time, because he also failed to meet Burma's top
leader, General Than Shwe.

Burma is planning elections in 2010. The country also has passed a new constitution as
part of a so-called "roadmap to democracy."
The controversial new charter guarantees the military a continued role in government. It
also bars Aung San Suu Kyi from office because she was once married to a foreigner, a
British citizen who died of cancer in 1999.
The NLD won a landslide victory in elections in 1990 but was never allowed to govern.
Aung San Suu Kyi has spent 13 of the past 19 years under house arrest.
Ibrahim Gambari (file photo)
Some information for this report was provided by AFP, AP and Reuters.
Please find attached article : BURMA: Suu Kyi - A Living Legend By Marwaan Macan-Markar
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Asia.view -

http://www.economist.com/world/asia/displaystory.cfm?story_id=11916590

Myanmar's sad anniversary

Aug 13th 2008 - From Economist.com

The limits to people power
THE auspicious date of the eighth day of the eighth month may now forever be associated with the opening of the Beijing
Olympics in 2008. But for a generation of Burmese it will always recall the mass uprising of 1988, and its brutal quashing.
The twentieth anniversary this month, like its predecessors, was marked by protests in capitals around the world, and
heavy security in Myanmar itself. Some attempted demonstrations were reported from within the country. But most people
seemed too scared, or simply too busy trying to make ends meet, to risk their freedom and perhaps their lives on the
streets.
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Myanmar’s people-power revolution was well and truly put
down, and, despite occasional flashes of resistance, such as
last September’s monk-led movement, the chances of a
repeat seem slim. Yet elsewhere in the world, people power
has proved irresistible.
Myanmar’s rebellion followed successful popular campaigns
in the Philippines in 1986 and South Korea in 1987. It was
followed by the downfall of the Soviet Union and its clients in
Eastern Europe in the late 1980s and early 1990s, and by the
toppling of dictatorships in Thailand in 1992 and Indonesia in
1998.
So why did Myanmar’s revolutionaries fail?
It was not for lack of courage or determination. Nobody
knows how many died—3,000 is a widely cited estimate that
may well be understated—but long after it was clear the army
would use lethal force, protesters braved the danger.

AFP

It was not for lack of popular support. Millions took to the streets in 1988—more people than protested in Russia and its
satellites. When Myanmar’s regime held an election less than two years later, the beleaguered opposition still won more
than 60% of the votes.
Nor was it for lack of a charismatic, popular leader. Aung San Suu Kyi, daughter of Myanmar’s independence hero,
emerged as just such a figurehead. In that role she was far more impressive than was, say, Corazon Aquino, the widow
of a Philippine opposition leader, who emerged as the president who succeeded Ferdinand Marcos, the deposed dictator.
Nor was it for lack of international goodwill. For those few weeks in 1988, most of the world cheered the protesters on.
The junta had friends, of course, as its successor does now, but none provided help that amounted to a lifeline.
No, the reason the revolution failed was simple: the army was prepared to kill as many people as it took to thwart it.
This seems obvious. But in fact it is often forgotten. China’s Tiananmen protests in 1989—Asia’s other great failed
people-power rebellion—were similarly fruitless for the same reason: that in the end troops were willing to shoot their
fellow citizens. Yet it is quite commonly argued that they failed because the Chinese Communist Party, unlike its Soviet
and East European counterparts, had got the economy right. It may have done. But guns, not butter, saved it.
*****************************************************************************************************
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Many in Rangoon Wear Black on
8.8.88 Anniversary
By MIN LWIN

Friday, August 8, 2008

Many Rangoon residents donned black clothing to mark Friday's
20th anniversary of 1988 uprising, and noticeably more police
and plainclothes security personnel were seen on city streets.
Members of Burma's opposition National League for Democracy
held a commemorative rally in Yenangyaung Township, Magwe
Division, and food offerings were made at eight of the city's
monasteries to mark the occasion. Offerings were also made at
monasteries in Rangoon.
Although security was tightened in Rangoon and other centers,
no arrests were reported on Friday. The previous day, however,
the authorities arrested Myo Teza, a leader of the All Burma
Federation of Students' Unions, and two of his colleagues.
Activists shout a slogan in front of China Embassy in Bangkok on August
8 to mark the 20th anniversary of the 1988 uprising. Around Asia,
activists were planning to mark the anniversary with demonstrations at
embassies of both Burma and China, a key ally of Burma. The protest
also coincides with the opening ceremony of the Olympic Games in
Beijing. (Photo: AP)

Students at Rangoon University reported tightened security at
the campus, where entry was restricted to two gates. University
staff had reportedly been warned not to tolerate any political
activity by their students.

In a statement marking the anniversary, the 88 Generation Students Group urged the Burmese military government to
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release all political prisoners, including Aung San Suu Kyi and ethic leaders and to begin talks with Suu Kyi. The
statement repeated the group's rejection of the regime's plan to hold a general election in 2010.
In several cities around the world, including in such Asia countries as Thailand, Malaysia, Japan and South Korea, antiregime protesters held anniversary demonstrations in front of Burmese and Chinese embassies.
****************************************************************************************************
Aung Thu <aungthu@t-online.de>

Demonstration in remembrance of 8-8-88 at Bruxelles
By Aung Thu,

Wednesday, 20.08.2008

In Bruxelles as well as in a number of capitals worldwide the Burmese community, together with other engaged people,
held demonstrations on August 8th, in remembrance of the bloody repression of the pro-democratic protests of 8-8-88 in
front of the EU Parliament and the Burmese (Myanmar) and also Chinese Embassy. About 200 to 300 people, partly clad
in black, held up the fighting peacock flag and posters showing Aung San Suu Kyi, calling to set her free together with all
political prisoners and calling for dialog, and rejecting the new constitution made up by the military. The demonstration
was initiated by Action Birmanie, Bruxelles/Belgium, Burma Büro, Cologne/Germany, together with EU parliamentariens
and Amnesty International (AI).
Statements were published before being handed over to the Burmese and Chinese Embassies. The Chinese were
requested to stop the oppression in Tibet and their support for the illegal regime in Myanmar (Burma) in order to help to
establish democracy there.
The demonstration took place between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m.
On August 9th, 2008, the Burmese community. i.e about some hundred people, gathered at he Buddhist monastery of
the Buddha Sasana Ramsi Buddhistischer e.V .Goethestrasse 51, De-63067 Offenbach/Main in commemoration of the
victims of 8-8-88 and the protests of September lead mainly by Buddhist monks. Offerings of food to the monks were
also made. The following day, August, the 10th, the inauguration of the Buddhist monastery under the guidance of
Ashin Pyinna Vansa together with Ashin U Uttara (London) and others took place with recitations, traditionel Burmese
music, and dance by the group Shwe Man from Burma.

Please find attached some photos : Demo 080888, Remembrance
****************************************************************************************************
Burma News - 10 August 2008 - "EBO" <burma@euro-burma.be> Euro-Burma Office Square Gutenberg 11/2, 1000 Bruxelles, Belgium
The Associated Press - 9 August 2008 - http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2008/08/09/asia/AS-Myanmar-Dissidents.php

Prominent Myanmar human rights activist arrested
YANGON, Myanmar - Police in Myanmar arrested a prominent human rights activist on the 20th anniversary of massive
pro-democracy protests, a colleague of the detained man said Saturday.
Myint Aye, 57, was arrested Friday evening after police searched his home in Kyimyindine township, a suburb of Yangon.
The reason for the arrest was not immediately known. Police released no information.
Myint Aye and Maung Maung Lay are both members of the group Human Rights Defenders and Promoters, which Myint
Aye founded in 2002.
Myint Aye has been arrested and imprisoned at least five previous times since 1988, most recently in August 2007,
Maung Maung Lay said.
He also has served as an official in the opposition National League for Democracy party.
In March he was attacked on the street by two unidentified men, requiring hospitalization and four stitches on his head.
The assault was one ofseveral staged at the time against opponents of the new constitution backed by the military
government.
Myint Aye's arrest came on the anniversary of nationwide pro-democracy protests in 1988 that were violently suppressed
by the military. Only one serious public demonstration is known to have taken place Friday,
in the western Rakhine State.
Asked if Myint Aye's arrest was connected to any anniversary protest, Maung Maung Lay said his colleague was more
concerned with promoting human rights than engaging in political activities. He said Myint Aye was
able to prepare for jail, bringing along clothes and medicine for his diabetes when he was taken away by police.
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Authorities detained 48 demonstrators who marched peacefully Friday in Taunggok township of Rakhine State, but
released all but five later that evening.
The marchers complied with a police request to surrender, said Thein Naing, an organizer for the National League of
Democracy in Rakhine State.
"I hope those remaining five will also be released as they had not done anything to harm the peace," Thein Naing said.
"They did it in memory of those who were killed in 1988 and I hope the authorities who have
declared plans to establish democracy in the country will treat those youths leniently and release them quickly."
No significant protests were reported in Yangon, the country's biggest city, where security personnel were deployed in
large numbers to stave off any trouble. Activists instead performed small gestures, such as laying flower baskets with
slogans by a roadside.
******************************************************************************************************
(editorial) - August 18, 2008

http://www.boston.com/bostonglobe/editorial_opinion/editorials/articles/2008/08/18/begging_wont_save_burma/

Begging won't save Burma
THE BURMANET NEWS - August 16-18, 2008 Issue #3536 - "Editor" <editor@burmanet.org> - www.burmanet.org

The United Nations can be an irreplaceable forum for diplomacy and a provider of humanitarian assistance. But this
parliament of Nations has repeatedly failed to live up to its responsibility to protect populations
from criminal regimes. Nowhere has that failure been more flagrant than in Burma, where a vicious military junta
continues to deceive and defy the world body.
The junta's disregard for UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and his special envoy for Burma, Ibrahim Gambari, will be
at center stage this week, when Gambari visits that sad land. As in his previous visits, Gambari can be expected to
implore the same generals who callously turned away offers of relief for cyclone victims last spring to release political
prisoners and bring about a reconciliation with the National League for Democracy, the overwhelming winner of the last
free elections held in Burma, in 1990.
But Gambari's mission is not merely to beg junta leaders for goodwill gestures. His mandate from the UN General
Assembly lists two clear and measurable "indicators of achievement" for the year 2008. One is to obtain the release of
Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi from house arrest - and of other political prisoners from prison. The second
is to bring about "reopening of the offices of the National League for Democracy throughout the country."
If Gambari fails to fulfill this mandate, he should explain why. The UN should then seek more effective means of
protecting citizens of Burma from a regime that murders and rapes its own people and conscripts more child soldiers
than any other country. In place of fruitless dialogue, the UN will have to explore an arms embargo, banking sanctions,
and serious pressure from Burma's Asian neighbors.
******************************************************************************************************
Tuesday, August 19, 2008
http://www.irrawaddy.org/highlight.php?art_id=13932

Is Suu Kyi Trying to Get the
Message Out? - By WAI MOE
Neighbors of the democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi said a new message
appeared last month on a large outdoor signboard in her compound, saying,
“All martyrs must finish their mission.”
The message appeared on July 19, Burma’s Martyr Day. The signboard,
about 10 X 4-feet, is located on Suu Kyi’s property and can be read from the
street in front of her home, where she has been under house arrest for 13 of
the past 19 years.

A neighbor who asked not to be identified said the Nobel Peace Prize
winner frequently changes the signboard message, using it as a way
to communicate with the public.
Suu Kyi is expected to receive a visit this week by UN Special Envoy to
Burma Ibrahim Gambari, who is in the country for a five-day visit to try
to move the military government toward more concrete steps to national reconciliation. Observers hope she will release a
new public statement through Gambari.

File photo shows a poster of Burma's detained democracy leader
Aung San Suu Kyi outside the headquarters of the National League
for Democracy in Rangoon. The party’s office was told on Tuesday
by military authorities to prepare for a meeting with the UN envoy
Ibrahim Gambari. (Photo: AFP)

FOR PEACE, FREEDOM, DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN BURMA

Page 5

Burma Report - Issue - 63

August 2008

In addition, Suu Kyi recently received visits from her family doctor and her lawyer.
Kyi Win, a lawyer who met with Suu Kyi twice in ten days, told The Irrawaddy he went to her home on University Avenue
on Sunday morning, and they discussed technical legal issues surrounding her house arrest.
“I also met with her on August 8,” he said. “She talked about several issues related to her house arrest. She was well and
in good spirits.”
Among the issues discussed was the exact nature of the law the junta used to detain her under house arrest. She asked
her attorney to research Act 10/B to determine if it was lawful.
She also asked him to look into the freedom of movement restrictions that are placed on two women who live with Suu
Kyi in the compound. She noted that they have not been charged or convicted of any offense and to restrict their
movement is illegal, her lawyer said.
Burma analysts and the international community would like to hear more from Suu Kyi, who has been largely silent
following the devastation caused by Cyclone Nargis.
In November, she sent a message to the world through Gambari about the meetings that had taken place between her
and the junta’s laison officer, Minister Maj-Gen Aung Kyi.
“I expect that this phase of preliminary consultations will conclude soon so that a meaningful and time bound dialogue
with the SPDC leadership can start as early as possible,” she said in the statement.
She said that "in the interest of the nation” she was ready to cooperate with the military in order to make progress in
reconciliation efforts and she welcomed the necessary good offices role of the United Nations to facilitate talks between
her and the junta.
While noting that she is leader of the National League for Democracy, she said national reconciliation must include
discussions with a broad spectrum of society.
“It is my duty to give constant and serious considerations to the interests and opinions of as broad a range of political
organizations and forces as possible, in particular those of our ethnic nationality races,” she said.
Perhaps as a result of Gambari’s role in releasing her public message, he faced criticism from the junta and was denied
meetings with senior generals and the junta’s leader Snr-Gen Than Shwe when he returned in March.
He was relegated to meetings with Information Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan, Foreign Minister Nyan Win and Culture
Minister Maj-Gen Khin Aung Myint.
Kyaw Hsan told Gambari the regime was uncomfortable with Suu Kyi’s public statement, according to The New Light of
Myanmar, a state-run newspaper.
“Sadly, you went beyond your mandate,” he said, according to sources familiar with the meeting. “Some even believe that
you prepared the statement in advance and released it after coordinating with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.”
Kyaw Hsan accused the UN envoy of trying to “frame a pattern [message] desired by Western countries.”
Win Min, a Burmese political observer in Thailand, told The Irrawaddy on Tuesday, “Gambari won’t dare to take Suu Kyi’s
statement again. He experienced the generals’ anger during his last trip in March.”

******************************************************************************************************
http://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=13826 - news@irrawaddy.org

Suu Kyi Discusses Detention with her Lawyer
By VIOLET CHO

Monday, August 11, 2008

Burma’s pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi has had a rare meeting with her lawyer to discuss her continuing
house arrest, a National League for Democracy (NLD) spokesman reported on Monday.
The meeting between Suu Kyi, head of the NLD, and lawyer Kyi Win was held on Friday at the Nobel laureate’s Rangoon
home, where she has been confined for most of the past 19 years.
NLD spokesman Nyan Win said the two-hour meeting was the first between Suu Kyi and her lawyer since 2004.
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“Aung San Suu Kyi has a full right to meet with any lawyer due to the recent one-year extension of her house arrest,”
Nyan Win said.
The two discussed what further legal action should be taken in light of the extension of her house arrest, which was
contrary to Burmese law, he said.
The NLD has lodged an appeal against the extension of Suu Kyi’s house arrest, but has heard nothing from the
authorities.
Aung Htoo, General Secretary of the Thailand-based Burma Lawyers Council, said the meeting was a positive sign, but
emphasized that international legal assistance was still needed in the fight to secure Suu Kyi’s release. Burmese
domestic laws alone were insufficient.
“Burma’s military junta obviously breaks Burma’s domestic laws by continuing illegally to detain Aung San Suu Kyi,” he
said.
Aung Htoo said the continued detention of Suu Kyi detention should be brought before the International Criminal Court,
which had legal mechanisms to deal with the case.
While the junta allowed Suu Kyi’s lawyer to meet her on Friday, Burmese authorities arrested 48 activists in Taunggok,
Arakan State, as they marched around town to mark the 20-year anniversary of the 1988 uprising. Five protestors were
still being held on Monday.
Human rights activist Myint Aye was also arrested on Friday—one day after the departure of the new UN human rights
envoy for Burma, Tomas Ojea Quintana.
Quintana was unable to meet Suu Kyi but had talks with NLD party members and the government’s Labour Minister Aung
Kyi, who was assigned to coordinate the junta's contacts with the democracy leader after the bloody crackdown on antigovernment protests led by Buddhist monks last September.
Quintana said he had received "good signs" that the ruling junta accepted the need for his mandate to investigate
widespread claims of human rights abuses in the country.
*****************************************************************************************************

BBC News - 23 August 2008

No top-rank talks for Burma envoy
Burma News - 25 August 2008 - "EBO" <burma@euro-burma.be> Euro-Burma Office Bruxelles, Belgium - www.euro-burma.eu

The United Nations envoy on Burma has left the country without meeting either its top military ruler or detained prodemocracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi.
Ibrahim Gambari had extended his visit in the hope of securing higher-level meetings to press for political reform.
But he was not invited to meet Gen Than Shwe in the remote capital Nay Pyi Taw.
Ms Suu Kyi, meanwhile, failed to attend scheduled talks with the UN envoy on Wednesday, fuelling speculation she is
unhappy with his lack of progress.
Ibrahim Gambari was on his fourth visit to the military-ruled nation since anti-government protests were brutally crushed
in September 2007.
He has been pressing for talks between Burma's generals and the pro-democracy movement.
Aung San Suu Kyi and a military liaison officer, Aung Kyi, have held five meetings. But they have not met since January
and their talks have yielded no progress.
'Not much'
During his six-day visit, Mr Gambari did meet Prime Minister Thein Sein, but he was not given an audience with top
leader Than Shwe.
"He said he raised some points with the government and hoped to return. In terms of concrete outcomes, there was not
much," Reuters news agency quoted a Western diplomat as saying.
Ms Suu Kyi, who is under house arrest, proved equally elusive - despite the fact that she has met Mr Gambari on
previous visits.
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After she missed the Wednesday meeting he sent two aides to her house on Friday to try to secure last-minute talks, but
they received no response,reports said.
It could be a sign that the Nobel Peace Prize winner is unhappy with the UN's failure to cajole the junta to reform,
analysts say.
In recent months Burma's leaders have tightened control over the South East Asian nation.
Three months ago, amid the devastation of Cyclone Nargis, they forced through a new constitution that further cements
their hold on power. They have also extended Aung San Suu Kyi's house arrest for another year.
The pro-democracy leader led the National League for Democracy to a landslide victory in elections in 1990, but the
party has never been allowed to take office.
*****************************************************************************************************
Friday, August 15, 2008

http://www.irrawaddy.org/article1.php?art_id=13879

Burmese Exiled Politicians Invited to Indonesian Parliament -

By WAI MOE

The Irrawaddy Today's Newsletter for Friday, August 15, 2008 news@irrawaddy.org 15.08.2008 13:47

Five exiled Burmese politicians were invited to attend a session of the Indonesian parliament on Friday, at which
President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono was scheduled to present a state of the nation address.
The five”Sann Aung, Teddy Buri, Thein Oo, Tint Swe and Win Hlaing”were all successful candidates in Burma's 1990
election, the results of which were ignored by the military regime.
Two Burmese dissident groups in exile, the Members of Parliament Union (MPU) and the National Coalition Government
of the Union of Burma (NCGUB), said the five had been invited by the speaker of Indonesia's House of Representatives,
Agung Laksono, to attend the session, which marks the country's Independence Day.
Indonesia's Jakarta Post reported on Friday that a House of Representatives press release said the invitation mirrored
Indonesia's moral support of popular efforts to establish democracy in the member states of the Association of the
Southeast Asian Nations (Asean).
The press release said that during their visit to
parliament the Burmese delegates were expected to
report on how the struggle for democracy and human
rights in Burma was progressing.
„The House will need this in its bid to contribute to
settlement of the problems facing the country
[Burma],“ The Jakarta Post quoted the press release
as saying.
Roshan Jason, executive director of Asean's InterParliamentary Myanmar Caucus (AIPMC), told The
Irrawaddy on Friday that this was the first time
Burmese politicians in exile had been invited to attend
a session of an Asean nation's parliament.

The group of the 5 exiled Burmese politions

He said that House Speaker Agung Laksono, who
exercised some influence over Indonesia's foreign
policy, would have a private meeting with the
Burmese delegates, although there would be no
meeting with the Indonesian president.

Roshan Jason said Indonesia's approach to the Burma question indicated a change in Asean policy. „Asean should have
a realistic engagement with the Burmese junta,“ he said.
Burmese commentator Aung Naing Oo, however, thought the invitation to the Burmese exiles had more to do with their
links with Indonesian politicians than with a shift in Indonesian policy towards Burma.
The Indonesian parliament earlier called for a postponement in exchanging ambassadors with Burma in view of its
concern over human rights there. Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, however, went ahead with
accepting the credentials of Burma's newly-appointed ambassador, Nyan Lynn, on Tuesday, The Jakarta Post reported.
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In July, Indonesia hosted informal meetings on Burma with the UN special envoy to Burma, Ibrahim Gambari, the
Burmese ambassador to the UN, Kyaw Tint Swe, and representatives of India and China.
The international community has been pressing Indonesia for years to take a more proactive role in Burma's affairs.
The former foreign minister, Ali Alatas, was sent as Indonesia's special envoy to Burma in 2003 and visited the country
again in 2005 as an envoy for the UN.
In recent years, some Burmese military officers have been reportedly studying at the Indonesian Military Academy,
according to diplomatic sources.
But analysts say that although Indonesia favors democratic transition and political change in Burma, there are still
dilemmas for engagement with the ruling junta.
Aung Naing Oo said junta leader Snr-Gen Than Shwe was a stumbling block.
„If Snr-Gen Than Shwe wants to engage, the meaningful engagement can start tomorrow,“ he said. „Burma's politics are
now dependent on Snr-Gen Than Shwe. As long as he says „No“ to engagement, diplomatic efforts by Indonesia and
others to solve Burma's crisis cannot succeed.“
*****************************************************************************************************

AFP - 20 August 2008 -

http://www.lloyds.com/dj/DowJonesArticle.aspx?id=401276

Indonesian Foreign Min Says UN Under Pressure Over Myanmar
Burma News - 20 August 2008 "EBO" Euro-Burma Office <burma@euro-burma.be> (EBO), Bruxelles, Belgium

JAKARTA --The U.N. Security Council is under "growing pressure" to act against Myanmar's military regime unless it
takes more credible steps toward democracy, Indonesia's foreign minister said Wednesday.
Hassan Wirajuda said Myanmar's partners in the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) were consulting with
Security Council member China and other countries to try to nudge the junta toward genuine democratic reform.
"There's growing pressure to bring the Myanmar case back to the UN Security Council. So we are not sitting quietly, we
are doing what we can do to help...ensure a more credible process," he told reporters.
"This is a difficult issue...and I don't expect much that there will be a big change in Myanmar." Indonesia is a nonpermanent member of the Security Council and a founding member of Asean. China has good relations with Myanmar's
junta and has blocked previous U.S.-led calls for UN sanctions.
Washington warned Myanmar's military rulers last month that they must cooperate with U.N. mediator Ibrahim Gambari
or face increased pressure from the council.
The generals plan to hold elections in 2010 under a new constitution which bars Aung San Suu Kyi from running for office
and gives the military broad powers to intervene in government.
"Myanmar claims to have a new constitution and these elections will be multi- party elections, but what is important for us
at Asean is to ensure that a more credible process is taking place," Wirajuda said.
He said the elections and the "follow-up transfer of power" in 2010 had to be "acceptable to the international community." Aung San Suu Kyi has
been under house arrest for most of the past 18 years.

*****************************************************************************************************
COMMENTARY

http://www.irrawaddy.org/opinion_story.php?art_id=13945

THE BURMANET NEWS - August 20, 2008 Issue # 3538 - "Editor" <editor@burmanet.org> - www.burmanet.org

UN Envoy Visits Bring Less Interest
By KYAW ZWA MOE

Wednesday, August 20, 2008

Public interest in the latest visits of two UN special envoys to Burma, intended to help fix the country’s miserable political
landscape and its disgraceful human rights record, is at its lowest level in decades.
Nigerian diplomat Ibrahim Gambari, the UN special envoy to Burma, arrived in
Rangoon on Monday. It’s his sixth trip to try to help build national reconciliation between the military rulers and opposition
groups.
In early August, newly appointed UN Human Rights Special Rapporteur Tomas Ojea Quintana ended his first visit to take
on human rights issues.
In the past, people inside Burma and the international diplomatic community have had their hopes raised with each visit
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by a UN envoy. Tiny tea leaves are routinely sifted for meaningful signs of change.
During the two latest trips, however, the feeling has been, “Ho, hum, it’s more business as usual”—which translate to
zero progress.
So far, Gambari met with the foreign minister and information minister on Tuesday and visited Kungyangone Township,
one of many which were severely affected by Cyclone Nargis in May.
Gambari’s goal this trip revolves around whether he can make progress in facilitating a meaningful dialogue between the
junta’s leaders and detained democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi and whether he can nudge the generals to enter into
talks with members of the National League for Democracy, which Suu Kyi heads.
So far, Suu Kyi’s has had five meetings with the junta’s liaison officer, Minister Aung Kyi, from October to January. There
is a growing sense that the meetings are part of the regime’s typical stalling tactics.
Gambari was scheduled to meet with Suu Kyi on Wednesday, but the meeting didn’t occur, according to an NLD
spokesperson in Rangoon. The envoy did meet with other NLD leaders in a government guesthouse. On this basis alone
his trip might be deemed a success. Such are the low expectations involving the UN’s efforts.
The regime’s steadfast adherence to its seven-step roadmap to “democracy” has proved to be a formidable obstacle to
the goal of “reconciliation.” UN suggestions are countered by the regime’s assertion that the roadmap is on course. The
fourth step—approving a constitution that was drawn up by its handpicked delegates—was completed in May.
The fifth step, the general elections scheduled for 2010, is moving along, with the junta’s civic organization, the Union
Solidarity and Development Association (USDA), preparing to form a National Prosperity Party.
The USDA is notorious for its thuggish attacks on Suu Kyi supporters and pro-democracy activists.
Other pro-regime organizations expected to emerge as political groups include the Wuntharnu (patriotic) National League
for Democracy, formed by a few former members of Suu Kyi’s NLD and the 88 Generation Student Youths (Union of
Myanmar).
The National Unity Party, a transformation of the Burma Socialist Programme Party which ruled the country for 26 years
until 1988, is also among the pro-junta political parties. The junta’s strategy is to complete national elections in 2010 and
form a “civilian” government of its supporters under the framework of a “disciplined democracy.”
At this late stage, the diplomatic suggestions by Gambari will not move the generals from their course. Similar efforts for
the past 20 years have all failed. Since the 1988 pro-democracy uprising, eight UN envoys have made more than 30
diplomatic visits to Burma to discuss the same basic issues.
It’s not surprising that the visits by the latest two UN envoys have aroused little interest or expectation, knowing they have
no new strategy to coax the generals to do the right thing.
*****************************************************************************************************
http://ap.google.com/article/ALeqM5j89Ti-JupAq1cO6YmsJobGfDIi-QD92M1AOG0

UN chief expected to visit Myanmar in December
THE BURMANET NEWS - August 20, 2008 Issue # 3538 - "Editor" <editor@burmanet.org> - www.burmanet.org

YANGON, Myanmar (AP) — U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is planning to visit Myanmar at the end of this year to
hold talks on the country's political problems, the main opposition party said Wednesday.
National League for Democracy party spokesman Nyan Win said it was informed of the planned talks by visiting U.N.
special envoy Ibrahim Gambari.
Gambari met Wednesday with five executive committee members of the party, which is led by detained Nobel peace
laureate Aung San Suu Kyi. He arrived Monday on a five-day mission to promote national reconciliation and political
reform.
It is Gambari's fourth trip to the military-ruled country since a deadly crackdown on anti-government protesters last
September sparked a global outcry.
Ban last visited Myanmar in May to lobby for the country's rulers to open up to more foreign assistance and aid workers
in the wake of the devastating Cyclone Nargis, which killed more than 84,537 people and left more than 1 million
homeless.
The U.N. chief avoided political issues during that trip, which Gambari described as "humanitarian," according to Nyan
Win. He said the envoy told party officials that the visit planned for the last week of December would be solely political.
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Myanmar, also known as Burma, has been in a political deadlock since 1990, when Suu Kyi's party won a general
election but was not allowed to take power by the military, which instead has dictated the terms and timing of a return to
democracy.
Gambari told the party executives that Ban's visit was one of five matters he was tackling during his current visit,
according to Nyan Win. The others matters include seeking the release of political prisoners, including Suu Kyi.
Gambari had been expected to meet with Suu Kyi on Wednesday, but did not do so.
However, he told the party officials he would try to see her. Suu Kyi has spent more
than 12 of the past 19 years under house arrest.
Gambari on Tuesday toured cyclone-hit Kunyangone township south of Yangon and
met the government spokesmen team set up to liaise with the U.N., the state-run
New Light of Myanmar newspaper reported.

In this photo released by Myanma News Agency,
Myanmar Foreign Minister Nyan Win, left, shakes
hands with the U.N. Special Envoy Ibrahim Gambari
prior to their meeting in Yangon Monday, Aug. 18,
2008. Gambari arrived in Yangon on Monday on a
five-day mission to promote national reconciliation
and political reform in the military-ruled country. (AP
Photo/Myanma News Agency)

The military has ruled the Southeast Asian nation since 1962 and has been widely
criticized for suppressing basic freedoms and human rights.
The United Nations has a poor record in Myanmar. Its envoys have visited the
country nearly 40 times since 1990, along with other senior officials, while the U.N.
General Assembly has passed numerous resolutions calling for change.
To date, the ruling generals have virtually ignored such pressure.

*****************************************************************************************************
[Shan-EUgroup] Shan-EU <shaneu31@yahoo.com>
Harn Yawnghwe:

UN efforts deserve support

www.shanland.org

Current UN operations in Burma, despite varied outcomes, are worth solid support from the people of Burma
whose needs are such any assistance, big or small, is a blessing, according to Brussels-based Burma activist
Harn Yawnghwe.
25 August 2008
„The UN is the one of the few friends we have,“ he said yesterday.
Speaking to the meeting of border-based Tai Coordination Committee (TCC) that was formed
last January as part of the joint struggle to set up a Shan State representative body, he spoke
highly of Ibrahim Gambari, Special Advisor to the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, and
Tomas Ojea Quintana, the new UN Special Rapporteur on human rights in Burma, who had
recently concluded their separate visits to the military-ruled country.
„Mr Gambari is considered an old hand in dealing with military dictators, his country also
having been under military rule,â€ said 60-year Harn, Director of Euro Burma Office (EBO).
â€œMr Quintana is also a veteran human rights activist. They deserve all the support and
advice that we can give.“
Harn Yawnghwe (Photo: The Korea Times)

Both have been lambasted by activists and opposition politicians alike for their „soft approac“
to Burma's ruling generals.

Harn urged the TCC members, led by Peunkham Payakwong and Ms Hseng Noung, to consider the consequences of
the alternative. „As long as the UN has a role in the Burma affairs, there is hope,“ he pondered. „Once it runs out of role,
the country will become practically out of sight and out of hearing to the rest of the world.“
Harn Yawnghwe is one of the surviving sons of the Sao Shwe Thaike, former Prince of Yawnghwe and later the first
President of Burma (1948-1952). He died under mysterious circumstances a few months after being detained at Insein
following the 1962 military coup det'at. His late mother Sao Hearn Hkam, the Mahadevi of Yawnghwe, also served as a
Member of Parliament and later President of the Shan State War Council (1964-68).
*****************************************************************************************************
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Reflections on Burma's Uprising -

by Min Zin

Posted August 8, 2008 - http://feer.com/politics/2008/august/reflection-burmas-uprising
Twenty years have now passed since Burma started its struggle for democracy in what is famously known as the “8-8-88
Movement.” It was a nationwide uprising calling for the removal of the military dictatorship and a restoration of the
democratic government.
Back in 1988, I was a 14-year-old high school student. Two of my older siblings had been arrested and tortured for their
involvement in the initial student protests and another brother was expelled from school. This shocked our whole family.
It was then that my political activism began. We distributed pamphlets and leaflets in our schools, staged hit-and-run
protests in neighborhoods afterwards, and contacted other high schools and went together to universities to join their
protests. Later on I became one of the founding leaders of the nation-wide high school student union in Burma, a place
where unions are illegal and just being a member of one could result in long-term imprisonment.
It was these student-led protests that eventually snowballed into a nationwide popular uprising on August 8, 1988 (8-888).
However, the military staged a coup on September 18 and responded with bullets. When the troops started firing on
protesters that night, I was with hundreds of fellow high-school students in Rangoon, participating in a hunger strike. In
the following days, I found myself in the thick of the shootings and saw students killed before my very eyes. According to
independent estimates, at least 10,000 people were killed in the August and September of 1988.
Even in the aftermath of the crackdown, I still felt awed and shocked. I reflected hard on what had happened. We had
stood for principles of truth and justice and the whole population had supported us. So why hadn’t we succeeded? It was
a question that took me a while to answer.
After the military coup, I continued to engage in clandestine political activities for reform with other political leaders,
including Aung San Suu Kyi, who has become an icon of the Burmese democracy movement. Because of my activities,
the military intelligence arrived at my house to arrest me on July 18, 1989. Since I was not at home, they arrested my
father instead.
Despite being hunted by the military and threatened with the imprisonment, death and harassment of my family, I decided
not to give up and went underground. This is where, despite moving from place to place, I remained for more than eight
years.
As time passed, especially during my time on the run, evading arrest, I came to resolve my confusion and realize that
though it is important to stand up for one's principles in politics, principle alone cannot guarantee political victory. Political
activists need to understand what distinguishes the principled who succeed from the principled who fail. The common
complacency about being on the ‘right’ side actually accomplishes little unless coupled with a sound strategy for
achieving concrete goals. Our idealism even runs the risk of blinding activists from what is actually happening, and, when
push comes to shove, may leave them stranded in irrelevance.
In this way, the central reason for the failure of 1988 uprising was that the opposition did not provide the leadership to
“close the deal.” When the street protests reached their highest peak in late August through September 18, the
government had become defunct. The opposition leadership, however, would fail to take advantage of the emerging
power vacuum. Neither did they unify themselves to push for regime change, nor did they negotiate a transition of power.
After I fled to the Thai border in late 1997, I decided that journalism was the best way for me to support Burma’s prodemocracy movement, since it allowed me to reach people inside Burma as well a growing international audience which
follows Burma's affairs. In time, my perspective has also broadened and I have been more and more convinced that the
Burmese opposition has no “end game” strategy. They have often confused the means—mass movements—with the
ends—victory itself—and in doing so failed to achieve the intended result when protests actually reached their peak. This
lack of planning was shown again in last September’s demonstrations.
The fact that we are still unable to translate principle into victory is more than frustrating for me, since it always comes
with unspeakable costs. More than ten thousand peaceful protesters have been killed since the 1988 uprising and about
two thousand political prisoners, including my brother, remain in jail. Moreover, the plight of the ethnic minorities under
the military's oppression has been immeasurable in its cruelty.
But, despite all this, a specific memory keeps me going, something from the 8-8-88 uprising. When we were marching
during the 1988 democracy movement, most of us had nothing to eat. Yet some in the crowd would make rice bags for
us so that we could keep marching. When we collected those rice bags, we would promise them, "you will get democracy
one day".
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Yet I have not kept my promise.
Whenever I feel dejected by the lack of progress, I tell myself that I must fulfill the promise that I gave to my people—I
owe them for the rice bags I ate. This is a very simple thing, but it has kept those feelings of responsibility for all these
years. The rice bags I received 20 years ago still give me power and energy to keep going on.
Min Zin is a Burmese journalist in exile.
*****************************************************************************************************
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