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Free all political prisoners, free Aung San Suu Kyi, free Burma.
THE BURMANET NEWS - March 31, 2009, Issue #3681 - "Editor" <editor@burmanet.org> - www.burmanet.org

The Irrawaddy, COMMENTARY - Today's Newsletter for Tuesday, March 31, 2009 - <news@irrawaddy.org>
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Tuesday, March 31, 2009

Without Snr-Gen Than Shwe’s say-so, Burma can’t make a move. That was the subtext of his message to the nation on
March 27, Armed Forces Day. It was a sobering reminder to the world and the Burmese people that this is a general who
sees no need for compromise, and who expects the whole country to fall in line with his plans with the same unquestioning
obedience as the 13,000 troops who paraded past him in a display of military might.
In his 17-minute speech, delivered at his new “royal” capital of Naypyidaw, Than Shwe rejected calls from the opposition
National League for Democracy (NLD) for a review of a new constitution approved last year in a referendum widely
denounced as a sham. There will be no review, the general said, because the “constitution [was] adopted by the people.”
In defiance of diplomatic pressure to engage with the NLD and other pro-democracy forces, Than Shwe has made it
abundantly clear that he is in no mood for reconciliation. After nearly twenty years of relentlessly persecuting the winners of
the last election in 1990, he now believes that he is close to achieving his ultimate victory: an electoral outcome that
guarantees his perpetual grip on power.
So far, the junta has disclosed few details about the election it has promised to hold sometime in 2010. No date has been
set, and no candidates have been named. But in his speech, Than Shwe left no doubt about his intention to keep a firm
hold over the proceedings. Political parties that carry out “mature party organizing work will receive the blessing of the
government,” he said, implying that those who are “immature” enough to question the military’s right to rule as it sees fit
can expect to be sidelined, or worse.
The regime has made no secret of the fact that “disciplined democracy” is essentially an extension of the current political
arrangement, which elevates the armed forces above all other institutions.
Under its new constitution, the commander-in-chief of the armed forces—currently Than Shwe—is entitled to appoint
military officials to 25 percent of the seats in each of the country’s two legislative assemblies, the 440-seat People’s
Parliament and the 224-seat National Parliament. And if this is not enough to guarantee that other political forces march to
his tune, there is another provision which permits the commander-in-chief to reinstate direct military rule at his discretion.
It was not surprising, then, to hear in Than Shwe’s speech this year a note of growing confidence that was absent from his
last Armed Forces Day address, in which he reassured any who cared to listen that he was not power hungry and would, in
due course, hand over power to an elected successor.
burma-reportde.htm
A lot has changed since then. A year ago, Than Shwe was still under intense international pressure following the brutal
crackdown on peaceful demonstrations led by Buddhist monks in late 2007. But by May, he had successfully pulled off a
rigged constitutional referendum that delivered more than 90 percent approval. And while this farce was playing out in the
background, the world’s attention was transfixed by a humanitarian catastrophe that also, ultimately, played directly into the
hands of the generals. Unlike the killing of untold numbers of monks in 2007, the regime’s callous disregard for the
suffering caused by Cyclone Nargis was easily redeemed by belated and grudging cooperation with international aid
groups.
This year, there was no need to talk about transferring power. Instead, Than Shwe used his speech to issue a series of
warnings. Politicians should “refrain from inciting unrest [and] avoid personal attacks and smear campaigns against other
parties.” And, most importantly, candidates must not follow the example of another, unnamed opposition group that went
astray because it looked to foreign countries for “guidance and inspiration [and] followed the imported ideologies and
directives irrationally.”
At the moment, Than Shwe seems quite certain that he will achieve his goal of legitimizing perpetual military rule. But if his
plans hit a snag, don’t be surprised if the election is suspended indefinitely. Even as he approaches his moment of triumph,
he appears to be wary of raising expectations. That is why he quoted a well-known Burmese proverb—“a recently dug well
cannot be expected to produce clear water immediately”—and concluded his speech with these words: “Democracy in
[Burma] today is at a fledgling stage and still requires patient care and attention.”
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Keeping the hopes of the Burmese people at bay while satisfying the international community’s perfunctory calls for
something resembling democracy in Burma are all part of the delicate balancing act that Than Shwe has had to perform
over the past two decades. Now, however, he appears to be reaching the end of his tightrope. But one small misstep—or
a sudden gust of outrage from a nation that is more at the mercy of economic forces than almost any other—and he
could soon find that the heights that he now commands are not as unassailable as he imagines.
*******************************************************************************************************

The Irrawaddy, COMMENTARY - Newsletter for Wednesday, April 1, 2009 - <news@irrawaddy.org>

It’s Time to Play the Villains’ Game - By KYAW ZWA MOE
Wednesday, April 1, 2009 - <http://www.irrawaddy.org/opinion_story.php?art_id=15422>

Sometimes it’s necessary to play the villains’ game, particularly when there’s no one else around to defeat them.
Players with the will to bring Burma’s villainous regime to book aren’t to be found, so no “High Noon” confrontation
between the good guys and the baddies can be realistically expected.
Burma’s potential heroes are locked up and out of action. They need to be rescued—as do the suffering 50 million
people of Burma.
Regime apologists have the luxury of being able to defend the actions of the military government. That’s their right. But
they can’t ignore the evidence of the regime’s crimes—the bloody suppression of all opposition to its iron rule.
The opposition—whether locked away or still free—needs to be cleverer, more organized and united in order to break
political, social and economic barriers. They need a more pragmatic and strategic approach when it comes to playing
with the villains.
Burma’s pro-democracy forces can’t deny that over the past 20 years they missed some windows of opportunity despite
gaining legitimacy through the 1990 elections. Most of the opposition groups have been weakened by systematic attacks
by the very villains they describe as “dumb.”
Whatever has happened in the past, the basic goal remains the same: to bring positive change to Burma and to create a
country whose people can enjoy a better life. It doesn’t matter whether the strategy is to attack the villains or play their
game—the current strategies are limited enough, reduced to a choice between sanctions and constructive engagement.
In other words: punishment and incentive.
Each of those approaches has failed to bring about a dialogue between the junta and the main opposition party, the
National League for Democracy (NLD), led by detained pro-democracy champion Aung San Suu Kyi. Dialogue is
undeniably the best and most peaceful way to reach a national reconciliation among the military leaders, opposition and
ethnic leaders in the country, as a first step towards opening up opportunities to all citizens.
Until now, the world has been divided into two camps when it comes to how to deal with Burma—those who support
sanctions and those who urge constructive engagement. Western countries led by the US have applied sanctions, while
Burma’s neighbors, including members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, China and India, have favored
engagement.
But things seem to be changing.
US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton hinted at a shift in Western thinking when she said during a recent Asia tour:
“Clearly, the path we have taken in imposing sanctions hasn’t influenced the Burmese junta.”
But she also made clear that the alternative policy followed by Burma’s neighbors is also ineffective, adding: “Reaching
out and trying to engage them [the Burmese generals] hasn’t influenced them, either.”
Clinton announced that the new US administration is reviewing its Burma policy—“because we want to see the best ideas
about how to influence the Burmese regime.” It’s obvious, however, that US policy makers have no clear idea which idea
is best.
Nevertheless, a departure from the policy that first applied sanctions against Burma in 1997 can be expected.
US President Barack Obama indicated a less confrontational approach to the world’s dictators when he said during his
inaugural address in January: “To those who cling to power through corruption and deceit and the silencing of dissent,
know that you are on the wrong side of history; but that we will extend a hand if you are willing to unclench your fist.”
The question now is how to play this new game and what rules to follow. If a more realistic and proactive US policy
towards Burma emerges from Washington, others—including China and Asean countries—will surely follow.
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US policy could accommodate both sanctions and constructive engagement. It needs to be both flexible and firm.
As a first step, there are only two core political bargaining chips on the table—the release of all political prisoners and the
removal of economic sanctions. The first is a key demand of pro-democracy forces, including Suu Kyi’s NLD, while the
second is one of the junta main desires.
The two issues probably hold the key to unlocking the frustrating political status quo in Burma. President Obama and
Clinton should make the two issues the focus of direct talks or “back channel” negotiations with the junta. The sooner the
better.
To drive home the message that direct talks are required, the US administration needs its own special envoy to Burma. A
succession of UN special envoys have achieved nothing.
Although former President George W Bush appointed Michael Green as his special Burma policy coordinator, President
Obama has yet to nominate anyone for the job.
With a special envoy installed at the State Department, the US can get down to business, focusing on a basic quid pro
quo: the release of all political prisoners for a lifting of economic sanctions. Playing the villains’ game will probably then
open up the beginning of a new chapter for Burma.
This article appeared in the March-April issue of the Irrawaddy magazine.
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Generals sure to suffer living hell, says
Burmese monk
By Pavel Vondra
Prague - Burmese monk Ashin Sopaka recently came to Prague on the invitation of

the One World film festival to introduce one of the strongest human rights
documentaries to be shown here in recent years.
The story of Danish film "Burma VJ" revolves around the work of a group of
undercover video-journalists from Burma who cover the anti-government street
demonstrations that rocked Rangoon and a few other cities in this military-ruled South Ashin Sopaka in Praguevětší
obrázek Autor: Pavel Vondra
East Asian country in August and September 2007.
The revered Buddhist monks took the leading role in the protests, which became known as the Saffron Revolution for the
colour of their robes, and they also bore the brunt of the crackdown that the junta eventually unleashed against the
demonstrating crowds.
In the interview he gave to Aktuálně.cz, Ashin Sopaka explains what made his fellow monks take on one of the most
brutal regimes in the world and how the junta eventually lost its face in front of the Buddhist community:
Aktuálně.cz: Many people around the world were really surprised by the sheer size of the anti-government protests that

took place in Burma in September 2007 as well as by the prominent role the Buddhist monks played in those events.
Were you surprised too, given that you had been away from the country for several years when it all started?
Ashin Sopaka: Of course, when I first saw the pictures of monks marching in the

streets, and how many they were - especially on September 24 and 25 - I could not stop
crying because I was so happy. I never imagined that so many monks would take to the
streets and would lead the demonstrations. I really could not hold back the tears, I was
so moved and so happy.

Later, when the regime started shooting at the protesters and the crackdown began,
I became so sad that when my German friends tried to visit me I had to tell them to
leave me alone. I just closed the door and started crying again. It took me about a
week to recover. But then I came to realize that this is like a battle for peace. Its goal
was to achieve peace, but it was battle all the same. And I started thinking in
When the monks go marching in (Rangoon, September
2007)větší obrázekZdroj: Reuters
another way: in every battle, soldiers die. And the monks who were killed by the
regime, they were the real, extraordinary soldiers who sacrificed their lives for the
benefit of people. And therefore we had to take responsibility, forget about the pain and move on.
But it was not easy because some people, for example my journalist friends from The Radio Free Asia, were so
depressed by what happened that they could not even sleep. I had to encourage them and make them share my vision of
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the inevitable losses on the side of our "soldiers" for peace to help them recover.
Though I was not directly involved in the events of September 2007 in Burma, I had already done my own peace marches
in Germany (from Cologne to Berlin), Thailand (from Bangkok to Mae Sot) and the US (from New York to Washington,
DC). And while I was doing it I was imagining what it would be like to do these marches inside Burma. So when the
monks really started marching in September and their ranks grew to so many, I was the happiest man on Earth.
There is one thing that many people can't get their heads around. Why is it, they ask, that the Buddhist monks must
meddle in politics like they did when they were leading the anti-government demonstrations? How do you justify this as a
monk?
What we are doing is helping the people who have no voice. We do not expect any positions from this - to be a president
or a prime minister, nothing like that. We are not really interested in politics, what we are doing has everything to do with
the teachings of Buddha to practice compassion, or Garuna, a very important teaching, and of course also loving
kindness, or Metta.
The monks and the people in Burma have always had a good relationship, after all the monks get offerings of food from
them. And since we always keep in touch, we know what the situation is and how hard the life is for the people. That's
why we understand much better than the generals what ails the people. The monks decided to take the front row in the
protests to help bring the justice and peace in the country as well as freedom. So we are just helping the others and that, I
believe, is not against the Buddhist teachings.
Talking about killing - there is still some confusion about the number of victims of the military crackdown in September
2007. How many people died, according to the information you get?
Well, the UN said it was at least 31, while the Democratic Voice of Burma (DVB) put the number at one hundred. I would
trust the DVB, because they have had journalists inside.

And as for the number of monks who are still in custody among the estimated minimum of 2100 political prisoners - do
you have a precise number?
We got a list from the government that has some 220 names of monks on it, but many other monks are still missing,
some having been disrobed and having possibly returned to their hometowns and some probably having been killed. We
don't know precisely.
Regarding the disrobing - is that done forcefully by the state or is it a voluntary act?
Some are forced, but some decided themselves to disrobe because of the insecure situation that comes with being a
monk in the post-Saffron Revolution Burma.
So is the situation in Burma actually threatening the monastic life in the country and
the Buddhism itself? One of your colleagues from the International Burmese Monks
Organization, Ashin Nayaka, has recently claimed precisely that, in a paper delivered
at an international Buddhist conference in Japan.

Ashing Sopaka making a pointvětší obrázek
Autor: Pavel Vondra

Yes, you can definitely trust his knowledge and judgment in these matters as well
as his sources of which he has many. And I would also add that by extension, it is
destroying peace as such, because what we monks are trying to do in our daily
efforts is to bring peace to the world. In our prayers that we recite - and these also
featured prominently in the September 2007 demonstrations - we are saying: May
all the beings live in peace… and that doesn't mean only Burmese, but everybody,
in fact all the creatures, not only people. So when someone is attacking the monks,
he is also destroying the peace in the world.

So what does it says of the generals as Buddhists, which they all claim to be? Can they ever be redeemed for what they
have done to the monks - beating them, jailing them, even killing them, when it is absolutely prohibited, traditionally, for any
follower of Buddha's teaching in Burma to lay a hand on a monk?

Well, before the events of September 2007, the regime was really trying to present itself to the public as being devoutly
Buddhist to make the generals' rule seemingly more acceptable to the people and also to steer the monks away from any
anti-government activity. But after the bloodshed people could see right through this lie, they realized they have been
cheated. Besides, the generals didn't even try to ask for forgiveness for all the mistakes and wrongdoings they have
done.
But I am sure that in their minds they suffer a lot. Imagine - it is enough for a Buddhist with a conscience to kill an animal
for him to suffer. What then if he kills a man? And now they are killing monks. Such sickness of mind creates a living hell
for them and they suffer a lot, no doubt about it. That is also why they do not come out in the public so much any more
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like the used to. They have lost their confidence.
There is one very interesting Buddhist teaching called Attanuvada. It means selfaccusation and it basically says that if you do something that is wrong, like
stealing, it is unavoidable that your mind will be tormented even if you get away
with it and you manage to hide it from the police, for example. So I am one
hundred per cent sure that they already suffer as Buddhists, it is unavoidable. In
their case, the hell is here.
But can there be a national reconciliation, under these circumstances, which the
junta claims is working for? Can the opposition ever strike a deal with the present
regime after all that has happened?

Than Shwe The supreme leader of the ruling Burmese
junta, General Than Shwe, in a picture displayed in one of
Mandalay's pagodasvětší obrázekAutor: Pavel Vondra

It is very difficult. Even if the National League for Democracy and the ethnic minorities want to have a reconciliation, the
regime is not showing any good will. For example after the Saffron Revolution (and under the pressure from the UN) the
junta appointed the mediator to facilitate negotiations between (the NLD leader) Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and (the
supreme chief of the junta, general) Than Shwe, but what has he been doing for the last year or so? He is just a fake. So
whenever they are making such a fake gesture for the world without a genuine, honest intention, they are making the
situation more difficult. The only chance is to force them to the negotiating table by staging another round of
demonstrations.
"I have a feeling that Burma is going to be free soon...
And do you think that monks will continue to be part of the pro-democracy movement in Burma even after what
happened - the massacres in the streets, the raids in the monasteries, forced disrobing and jailing of monks etc. Will they
still be interested?
Yes, many monks are still free. We have more than 400,000 monks. A few have been arrested, but we have a lot of
monks and many said they would go on until the end. I would say that after the Saffron revolution we have more solidarity
among the monks, more contacts with the opposition and more unity. And unity means power.
So the next time it happens, we will try to be more effective as we are trying to find ways that the regime cannot control. I
have a feeling that Burma is going to be free soon. We cannot say when exactly, but I say soon and with that image of
free Burma, where people rejoice, play music and dance to celebrate their freedom I continue working and it makes me
happy.
********************************************************************************************************

The Irrawaddy,
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General’s Promotion Signals Power Struggles at the Top
By MIN LWIN

Monday, March 30, 2009

Burma’s top-ranking generals know that they must hang together or risk hanging separately. But that doesn’t mean that
there are no real rivalries among the men who rule the country with an iron fist.
When Snr-Gen Than Shwe promoted Thiha Thura Tin
Aung Myint Oo to the rank of four-star general last
Wednesday, two days before Armed Forces Day, he was
not just rewarding a junior colleague for his loyal
service: he was undercutting potential rivals for power.
Tin Aung Myint Oo, who is now one of only three fourstar generals in the country, is reportedly close to the
regime’s second-most powerful figure, Vice Snr-Gen
Maung Aye. By promoting him, however, Than Shwe
has ensured that Tin Aung Myint Oo’s first loyalty will
now be to the senior general.
“This is a power struggle between Than Shwe and
Maung Aye,” said an observer in Rangoon.

Burma’s three four-star generals: Shwe Mann, Thein Sein and Tin Aung
Myint Oo (Photo: AP)

Tin Aung Myint Oo’s promotion comes as no surprise.
He was often seen accompanying Maung Aye and
powerful commanders, including the air defense
department and intelligence chiefs, on trips around the
country.
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Burmese military observers suggest that Tin Aung Myint Oo’s promotion marks the rise of a third powerful faction to rival
those led by Gen Thura Shwe Mann, the coordinator of Special Operations, Army, Navy and Air Force, and Lt-General
Myint Swe, chief of the Bureau of Special Operation No 5.
All three groups now vie for Than Shwe’s favor, even as they seek to keep each other from rising any higher within the
inner circle.
Tin Aung Myint Oo, who is in his early 60s, is the fifth-ranking general in the military hierarchy. More importantly, he holds
the title of Secretary 1 of the ruling military council and has long been groomed for a prominent position in the junta.
In 1995, he was appointed head of the No 1 Military Operation Command, based in Kyaukme Township in northern Shan
State, as a brigadier-general. He became commander of the Northeast Military Region in Lashio in 1997. Ten years later,
when Gen Thein Sein became prime minister, Tin Aung Myint Oo took over as Secretary 1.
Burmese observers say that Tin Aung Myint Oo is a hardliner who is skeptical of offers of foreign humanitarian
assistance and UN involvement in the Cyclone Nargis relief effort. He recently visited the cyclone-hit Irrawaddy delta and
has been named deputy head of the National Disaster Preparedness Central Committee.
According to these observers, Than Shwe watches Shwe Mann, Tin Aung Myint Oo and Myint Swe closely to decide who
will become the next Burmese military chief.
Sources inside Burma have noted that all three are close to Than Shwe’s family and loyal to the top commander, making
it unlikely that any one of them would stage coup against him.
But Than Shwe doesn’t just prize loyalty towards himself: he also likes to cultivate mutual mistrust among his protégés.
At the moment, the most noteworthy rivalry is that between Tin Aung Myint Oo and Shwe Mann, another Than Shwe
favorite who is said to be close to several businessmen and scholars involved in getting humanitarian assistance to the
cyclone-affected areas of the delta.
Nyo Ohn Myint, head of the foreign affairs office of the National League for Democracy (Liberated Area), said that Tin
Aung Myint Oo’s promotion was a classic Than Shwe maneuver.
“He wants to make competition between Shwe Mann and Tin Aung Myint Oo,” said Nyo Ohn Myint. “Than Shwe doesn’t
want to rely on just one person, Shwe Mann.”
*******************************************************************************************************

The Irrawaddy - Today's Newsletter March 26, 2009 - <http://www.irrawaddy.org/print_article.php?art_id=15373>

US Says Official’s Naypyidaw Talks Signals No Policy Shift
By LALIT K JHA Thursday, March 26, 2009

WASHINGTON — The US says Tuesday’s meeting between a State Department official and Burmese Foreign Minister
Nyan Win does not signal a change in its Burma policy.
Stephen Blake, director of the US State Department’s Office for Mainland Southeast Asia, met not only Nyan Win but
other government officials and members of ethnic minority groups and the central executive committee of the opposition
National League for Democracy, a Washington press briefing was told.
“His visit does not reflect a change in policy or approach to Burma,”
a State Department spokesman said. “Office director-level officials,
including Blake’s two immediate predecessors, have visited Burma
and met with Burmese officials on a number of occasions in recent
years.”
Blake’s visit to Burma was part of a five-country tour of the countries
covered by his office. Cambodia, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam are
the others.

Burmese activists are seen chained together during a protest
in Bangkok March 13. (Photo: Reuters)

The US State Department said the Burma policy review announced
by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton is still underway.

“While we have not yet finalized our approach, we remain
committed to encouraging a genuine dialogue between the Burmese authorities and opposition that leads to a free and
democratic Burma that respects the rights of its diverse citizens and is at peace with its neighbors,” it said.burmareportde.htm

FOR PEACE, FREEDOM, DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN BURMA
burma-reportde.htm

Page 7

Burma Report - Issue - 70

March 2009

On Monday, the US again urged the Burmese military junta to release opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi and other
political prisoners. State Department Acting Spokesman, Robert Wood expressed disappointment that the regime
continues to ignore the calls of the international community, including the UN Security Council, to release the more than
2,100 political prisoners immediately and unconditionally.
The US statement came after the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention said the continued detention of Suu Kyi and
leading dissidents Aung Myin, Ko Jimmy, Paw Oo Tun and Mtay Win Aung are arbitrary and unjustified, and that the
house arrest of Suu Kyi is in contravention of Burma’s own laws.
*******************************************************************************************************
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Burmese democracy a daunting task:
by Mungpi

„Abhisit“

Tuesday, 31 March 2009 18:51

Chiang Mai (Mizzima) - Thailand’s Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva says Burma remains a hideous blight on an Asian map
of otherwise expanding freedoms and growing economies.
Abhisit, during a speech at the 15th anniversary of the Council of Asian Liberals and Democrats (CALD), held in Bangkok
from March 27 – 30, said while democracy and freedom are expanding in Asia, the struggle in several countries,
including Burma, remains daunting.
Abhisit said even as detained Burmese pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi’s unwavering fight for democracy in
Burma continues to provide great inspiration and hope for members of CALD and freedom fighters the world over, the
struggle for democracy in Burma remains the largest obstacle in the regional expansion of democracy.
“Some of our struggles are more daunting than others. Burma's repressive regime remains a hideous blight on Asia's
map of expanding freedoms and growing economies,” Abhisit countered.
The Thai Premier said several countries in Asia are in a transitional stage of economics and governance, and affirmed
the challenge for liberal democratic parties is to ensure that such competition occurs within the parameters of credible
and free elections, accountable and transparent governance, and the rule of law.
“As liberals, we must tirelessly continue to promote dialogue and seek common ground in mediating disparate interests
and opposing positions,” said Abhisit.
********************************************************************************************************

The Irrawaddy - Today's Newsletter for Tuesday, March 24, 2009 -

Detention of Suu Kyi Illegal: UN
By LALIT K JHA

Tuesday, March 24, 2009

<http://www.irrawaddy.org/print_article.php?art_id=15354>

WASHINGTON — The house arrest of
Burmese democratic icon Aung San Suu Kyi is
illegal and against the domestic law of Burma, a
UN body has ruled.
The Washington-based Freedom House said
Tuesday the ruling in this regard was given by
the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention. A
statement urged the immediate release of Suu
Kyi.
The judgment from the international tribunal
declared unequivocally that the ongoing
detention of Suu Kyi is illegal and in violation of
both Burmese and international law, Freedom
House said in a statement.

Protesters dramatize the continued detention of pro-democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi
and other political prisoners in Burma during a protest at the Burmese Embassy at
Manila's financial district of Makati city on February 27. (Photo: AP)

“The Working Group considers that Ms Aung
San Suu Kyi’s continued placement under
house arrest is arbitrary and in violation of
article 9 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights,” said the UN Working Group on
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Arbitrary Detention in its statement, a copy of which was released by Freedom Now.
“The Working Group . . . declare[s] Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi’s placement under house arrest [is] arbitrary, being in
contravention of Articles 9, 10, and 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights . . . and even domestic law . . .
which itself contradicts the basic principles and norms of modern international law . . . Consequent upon this Opinion, the
Working Group requests the Government to immediately release, without any condition, Ms. Aung San Suu Kyi from her
continued placement under house arrest,” it said.
The UN Working Group urged the Burmese military government to take practical steps to remedy the situation in order to
bring it into conformity with the standards of International Human Rights Law and to study the possibility of an early
accession to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and to other core international human rights treaties.
The Working Group on Arbitrary Detention is an independent and impartial body of the Human Rights Council. It consists
of experts from Chile, Pakistan, Russian Federation, Senegal and Spain.
While in its previous four opinions related to Suu Kyi the Working Group had termed her house arrest in violation of
international law, but this is for the first time it has declared her detention to also be a violation of domestic Burmese law.
Suu Kyi has spent more than 13 of the last 19 years under house arrest.
“It is deeply unfortunate that the Burmese junta continues to flagrantly violate its own and international law,” said Jared
Genser, president of Freedom Now, and a lead attorney for Suu Kyi. “Previously, the UN Security Council, SecretaryGeneral Ban Ki-moon, Asean, the European Union, and the United States have all called for Suu Kyi’s release. The only
question remaining is how long will Burma’s bold-face defiance of the international community be tolerated?” he said.
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Suu Kyi Climbs Higher in Time Magazine Poll - By WAI MOE
Tuesday, March 31, 2009

<http://www.irrawaddy.org/print_article.php?art_id=15419>

Burmese opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi ranks 25th in this year’s poll by the US magazine Time listing the 100 most
influential people in the world.
burma-reportde.htm
Suu Kyi, 63, a Nobel Peace Prize winner, received 306,684 votes, not very far behind US President Barack Obama, who
got 335,732 and came in 16th in the poll. She just pipped Malaysian opposition leader Anwar Ibrahim, who ranked 26th
with 302,874 votes.
Other influential women who came high in the poll included US
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 27th with 254,785 votes, and
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, who was placed 36th, with
243,496 votes.
Time said that “thanks to the anti-junta demonstrations in 2007,
more people are listening to her [Suu Kyi] than ever before.”
Time reminded its readers: “The famed Burmese activist—she
has spent much of the past two decades under house arrest
because of her pro-democracy stance—is pushing the U.N. to
take action against her country's human-rights violations.”
In 2004, Suu Kyi won Time Asia’s Asia Hero on-line poll, receiving
37,617 votes (40.4 per cent of the 93,022 votes cast.)
Activists pose for a photo while holding a banner in support of detained
opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi in front of the Burmese Embassy in
Singapore on March 18. (Photo: Reuters)

Suu Kyi is also a favorite among Internet bloggers and facebook
members. More than
31,000 facebook users are currently Suu Kyi fans.

“Facebook is an excellent way to reach new people and let them
know about Aung San Suu Kyi and the situation in Burma,” said Zoya Phan, international coordinator of Burma Campaign
UK, in a statement earlier this month.
“The regime in Burma has detained Aung San Suu Kyi because they want the world to forget about her. This is another
way of ensuring they don’t succeed,” Zoya Phan said.
Suu Kyi has spent more than 13 of the past 20 years under house arrest. Her party, the National League for Democracy,
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won 80 percent of constituencies in the election in 1990. However, the junta, which is planning to hold another election in
2010, refused to honor the 1990 result.
*******************************************************************************************************
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Myanmar poses tough test for Asean Charter - Monday, April 13, 2009
By Tita C. Valderama, Philippine Center For Investigative Journalism

BANGKOK: What should have been a showcase moment for Thailand, current country chair of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) has turned into a logistical and public relations nightmare—and a major
embarrassment to the government of Oxford-educated Thai Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva.
For sure, most of the Asean leaders—among them Philippine President Gloria Arroyo—probably commiserated with the
embattled Abhisit, who was hounded by protesters to the 14th Asean Summit’s site in Pattaya, some 165 kilometers
south of Bangkok. There, the protesters pressed on with their demand for his resignation. By Saturday, the Thai hosts
were forced to cancel the entire summit altogether after the demonstrators broke into one of the official venues.
But one Asean member country may have been thankful that, for once, it was not the focus of attention: Burma, or
officially the Union of Myanmar, the largest country by geographical area in mainland Southeast Asia or Indochina.
Indeed, even though the agenda for the Pattaya summit was supposed to concentrate mainly on finance and trade,
Burma was probably bracing itself for yet another round of criticism from rights activists who refuse to let Asean—and the
rest of the world— forget about the abuses committed by the country’s military junta that has ruled over the last 48 years.
Serious obstacle

Burma’s perennial bottom-dweller slot in world economic lists was considered one of the serious obstacles in Asean’s
desire to achieve a single market by 2015. Yet it is the country’s dismal human-rights record that was seen as the real
stumbling bloc to that goal.
This was why the Asean Charter came into force only in December 2008, after fierce objections to it from Burma’s
military government were finally overcome.
The charter is intended to transform Asean into a rules-based organization in the style of the European Union. It is also
supposed to give the regional grouping a legal identity for international negotiations and transactions.
Among other things, the charter promotes free trade and economic integration and incorporates a 10-year treaty banning
nuclear weapons in the region. “It will bind some 560 million people with the potential of making a stronger voice for
prosperity, peace and stability,” Philippine Foreign Affairs Assistant Secretary Claro Cristobal has said.
But critics have also described the Asean Charter as “a purely symbolic document,” largely because of the absence of
provision for sanctions or expulsion of countries that violate the rights of their own citizens. A provision for the creation of
a human-rights body also barely made it through, and was probably the groundbreaking document’s most debated
andburma-reportde.htm highly controversial part.
Mere talk shop?

It doesn’t help any that Asean has a “tradition” of agreeing by consensus, and a policy on non-interference in internal
affairs that have given the grouping a not-so-flattering reputation of being just a “talk shop.”
Debbie Stothard, coordinator for the human-rights group Alternative Asean Network for Burma (Alt-Asean), has pointed
out, “Asean has often been ridiculed for apparently turning a blind eye to the Burmese regime’s failure in complying with
the principles now enshrined in the association’s charter as well as the ongoing human rights abuses committed by the
junta, including the arrest, intimidation, and sentencing of political activists and pro-democracy demonstrators.”
Stothard noted that between the adoption of the Asean Charter in a leaders’ summit in Cebu City in January 2008 and its
coming into force in December of the same year, the Burmese military rulers had not taken steps to address the political
and human rights concerns that had been raised in the course of drafting the charter.
Instead, she said, in November the military junta even ordered longer prison terms—ranging from four months to 68
years—for more than 200 political activists, including opposition journalists and poets.
All rights violators

All of Asean’s 10 member countries— Brunei, Burma, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore,
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Thailand and Vietnam— have come under fire at one time or another for alleged violations of various human rights.
More recently, Thailand was criticized for its mishandling of Rohingya refugees from Burma. According to many media
reports, the refugees were first gathered in an isolated island by members of the Thai military before they were forced to
board rafts and left in the open seas with the most meager of food and water provisions.
But it is Burma that inarguably has the spottiest human-rights record in Asean, even though the country is a signatory to
some of the most important international treaties on rights protection and promotion, particularly the Convention on
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women and the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
At one point, the human-rights organization Amnesty International even declared that “torture has become an institution”
in Burma under the junta.
Apart from torture, among the litany of abuses committed allegedly by the Burmese military and which are mentioned
repeatedly in reports of international human-rights groups are murder, rape, detention without trial, arbitrary executions,
massive forced relocations, forced labor of villagers as military porters in combat zones and child labor.
‘Brutal prodigal beast’

Hundreds of thousands of rural folk, especially in areas occupied by the minorities, have fled their homes to avoid being
drafted by force into the military. Many of them have wound up on the borders of Thailand, where some 150,000
Burmese refugees have settled temporarily in nine camps.
To Zin Linn, information director of the Bangkok-based National Coalition Government of the Union of Burma, Asean
itself is the loser in its tolerance of Burma’s alleged misdeeds. The “winners” are the junta, which has gained credibility by
Burma’s participation in the grouping, and some Asean member states, which have benefited from the arrangement.
The national coalition is the Burmese government-in-exile composed mostly of those who won in the 1990 parliamentary
elections that the junta refused to recognize.
Commented Zin Linn: “Asean is trying to tame a brutal prodigal beast. [We] think they can’t win because the [Burmese]
generals even use the Asean ticket just for their benefit. They are exploiting the Asean because, you know, Asean is also
a toothless tiger.”
“The Asean plays a very soft stance,” he added. “I think [member countries] would also like to exploit some economic
benefits or interests from Burma because it has a lot of natural resources. Thailand, Malaysia and, you know, Singapore,
they are exploiting the natural resources . . . logging and also the natural gas.”
Top investor

Thailand is acknowledged as Burma’s top source of foreign direct investment, and is estimated to provide half of the
official $15-billion foreign direct investment in 2008. Burma’s hydropower industry attracts much of the investment dollars
from neighboring countries like Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore, but firms from these nations have also placed their
bets on Burma’s timber and garment industries.
burma-reportde.htm
Kavi Chongkittavorn, assistant group editor of The Nation Multi-Media Group in Bangkok, meanwhile said that for the
human rights body to work under the charter, the terms of reference should be comprehensive and liberal to provide a
clear mandate to follow up, investigate, and write reports on cases of rights violations.
But Kavi, who served as special assistant to the Asean secretary general in 1993 to 1994, observed that one problem
with the association is that it does not have a strong leader who could speak out against the likes of Burma—a leader
who is respected by the rest of member-states. “At the moment,” he said, “there is no such leader, so Burma can get
away [with violations of Asean regulations and principles].”
Asean Secretary General and veteran Thai diplomat Dr. Surin Pitsuwan has been candid enough to accept that the
Asean Charter is not a perfect document.
In an address before members of the Southeast Asian Press Alliance in Bangkok in November, Surin encouraged
journalists from the region to “contribute to its perfection.”
“Inform your people that they, too, have a stake in the implementation,” he said, “with the letter, with the spirit of the
Charter so that we can help build this society.”
Elections in 2010

As for Burma, Khuensai Jaiyen, editor in exile of the Shan Herald Agency for News in Chiang Mai, Thailand, said that the
Burmese themselves have not lost hope.
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“With Burma, there is always hope,” he said in an interview in Bangkok, even though “the charter hasn’t given teeth to the
grouping . . . only a mouth.” Still, he said, the ‘mouth’ could be of use to the Burmese “if it is spoken at the right time by
the right person to the right person.”
Khuensai Jaiyen did caution that in Burma’s scheduled 2010 elections, the junta could follow the same undemocratic
processes it had in the May 2008 referendum on the country’s latest constitution. Yet even then, he said, there may be
reason to think positively.
“The hope is that the rulers would be satisfied with the one-quarter quota and leave the rest to the people,” he said,
referring to the military’s share in the nation’s wealth in relation to the Asean goal of having a single market in 2015.
“Ifburma-reportde.htm they are, then 2015 can be expected to be the best year for Asean.”
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