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Free all political prisoners, free Aung San Suu Kyi, free Burma.
Burma News - 24 May 2009 - "EBO"

Security Council

- "Burma_news" <burma_news@verizon.net> Mon, 25. May 2009
- SC/9662 - 22 May 2009

SECURITY COUNCIL PRESS STATEMENT ON MYANMAR
The following Security Council press statement on Myanmar was read out today by Council President Vitaly Churkin
( Russian Federation):
The members of the Security Council express their concern about the political impact of recent developments relating to
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.
The members of the Security Council reaffirm, in this context, their statements of 11 October 2007 and 2 May 2008 and, in
this regard, reiterate the importance of the release of all political prisoners. The members of the Security Council reiterate
the need for the Government of Myanmar to create the necessary conditions for a genuine dialogue with Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi and all concerned parties and ethnic groups in order to achieve an inclusive national reconciliation with the support
of the United Nations.
The members of the Security Council affirm their commitment to the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Myanmar and, in
that context, reiterate that the future of Myanmar lies in the hands of all of its people.
******************************************************************************************************

Thr Irrawaddy- COMMENTARY . Today's Newsletter for Tuesday, May 19, 2009 - news@irrawaddy.org

Foreign Companies in Burma Must Review Their Involvement
By YENI . Tuesday, May 19, 2009 - <http://www.irrawaddy.org/print_article.php?art_id=15670>

As the Burmese regime brutally increases its isolation of opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi, the US and countries of the
European Union remain steadfast in applying their pressure on the junta. US President Barack Obama formally extended
his administration’s sanctions, while the EU is considering whether to step up its own measures.
Burma's stubborn, thuggish military leaders can shrug off Western pressure, however, knowing they can rely on support
from such friendly and powerful neighbors as China and India. While neither Beijing nor New Delhi has officially
commented on the latest moves against Suu Kyi, many Southeast Asian countries, some of whom have significant trade
and investment links with Burma, are also inclined to follow a live-and-let-live policy towards the regime.
However, both camps—supporters of sanctions and proponents of engagement— acknowledge failure in their efforts to
influence Burma’s military leaders. That is why US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in February correctly said that
sanctions applied by the US and the European Union, as well as the policy of constructive engagement by the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) and Burma’s neighbors, were not working.
So the question remains: who can influence the Burmese generals to listen to world opinion?
Many observers agree that a start could be made on at least ending ongoing human rights abuses if oil and gas companies
operating in Burma use their influence with Burma's ruling junta, the State Peace and Development Council (SPDC).
Current investors in Burma’s oil and gas industry include companies from Australia, the British Virgin Islands, China,
France, India, Japan, Malaysia, Singapore, South Korea, Thailand, Russia and the US.
Those companies are funding the Burmese dictatorship. At the height of the monk-led demonstrations in September 2007,
Marco Simons, US legal director at EarthRights International, an environmental and human rights group with offices in
Thailand and Washington, declared: "The oil and gas companies have been one of the major industries keeping the
regime in power."
The concept of "corporate social responsibility" is often advanced by companies operating in Burma, although that’s usually
just a shield behind which they campaign against international environmental and human rights regulations.
For instance, there have been documented abuses connected to the Yadana project operated by the French company
Total and the US-based Unocal, including land confiscation, forced labor, rape, torture and killings within the communities
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along the pipeline. Compensation was paid to some victims after human rights groups filed legal actions against the
companies before a federal court in the US.
Foreign investment in Burma’s oil and natural gas sector is significant. But there is no transparency in Burma about how
much the government receives in oil and gas payments, nor clarity about how the funds are spent.
The military receives the largest share of the official budget and the Burmese regime allocates little to public sectors such
as health and education. Instead, hundreds of millions of dollars disappear annually into the pockets of the ruling
generals, their cronies and their pet projects, such as the new administrative capital, Naypyidaw, the cyber city,
Yadanabon, and even a nuclear research reactor.
The latest action against Suu Kyi, following the regime’s criminal mismanagement of Cyclone Nargis relief and its
crackdown on the September 2007 demonstrations should lead companies to search their consciences when
contemplating deals with the regime.
ERI Project Coordinator Matthew Smith believes there are also business reasons to think twice about accepting Burma
contracts. "Financing the Burmese regime in this way can only reflect poorly on a company’s reputation and that will
ultimately affect their bottom line and ability to capitalize on deals in the future,” he says. “It’s simply bad business.”
Of course, good business must come with ethics, morality and responsibility. This is the time for shareholders of global
and regional oil and gas companies operating in Burma not only to think about maximizing profits but also to face up to

The

******************************************************************************************************
Irrawaddy - Newsletter for Tuesday, May 12, 2009 - <news@irrawaddy.org>

Threatening Suu Kyi’s Health
By KYAW ZWA MOE -

<http://www.irrawaddy.org/opinion_story.php?art_id=15617> -

Tuesday, May 12, 2009 -

Here’s a relevant question that no one has raised yet: is the Burmese junta deliberately manipulating events in hope that
Aung San Suu Kyi will die from natural causes, which—in this case—would not be natural at all?
That’s not possible, you say? The ruling generals in Naypyidaw see the 63-year-old pro-democracy movement leader as
an “enemy of the state.” They believe she’s the No 1 enemy, the leader of the “destructive elements” that have sabotaged
“the peace and stability of the country”and threaten their rule.
So, is it out of the question that the generals would be happy if Suu Kyi died by natural causes or was physically
impaired? They can’t assassinate her because of the counterproductive reaction from the international community, even
from such loyal allies as China and Russia. But they can ensure that her medical treatment is lacking or dispensed at a
minimum level.
You can judge for yourself regarding the incidents that unfolded last week at her lakeside house at No 54 University
Avenue. Actually, the house is not a real home for the Nobel peace laureate. For 13 years, it’s been her prison.
Suu Kyi now has low blood pressure; she is dehydrated; she has difficulty eating. In short, she is ill again, but on
Thursday her primary physician was barred from visiting her for a routine medical checkup and detained for questioning.
Another doctor treated her with an intravenous drip on Friday. Following her request and demands by the National
League for Democracy (NLD), she was allowed to return on Saturday and Monday.
"We are worried about Daw Suu's health,” said NLD spokesman Nyan Win last week.
“Authorities should allow free access of her doctor to give Daw Suu the required medical treatment."
If you look at these and earlier incidents in light of basic humanity, law and human rights you can see a pattern of willful
negligence by the regime. Of course, in Burma the local population is used to neglect.
The fact is that Suu Kyi has been detained illegally for 13 years, with no just cause and only the minimum of proper
medical treatment, which could lead to an early death or a premature loss of physical strength.
This month is more critical than ever for the junta. Suu Kyi’s lawyer, Kyi Win, said that according to the law, she should
be released on May 27, the date marking six years since May 2003 when her NLD motorcade was attacked by a juntabacked mob in upper Burma and she was detained.
Suu Kyi’s lawyer is right, but the generals redo their own rules and laws, using them like a rubber band—to stretch and
shrink at will.
For example, Suu Kyi was detained for the first time in 1989 under 10 (b) of the State Provision Act, under which a
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person could be detained under house arrest for a maximum of three years under the existing law. But one year later, the
government changed the law to a maximum of five years. Suu Kyi was detained at that time until 1995, a total of six
years.
This is a critical moment for the generals, since they plan to hold a national election in 2010. If Suu Kyi is free, it greatly
complicates the election. In 1990, the junta held an election while Suu Kyi was under house arrest, believing the statebacked National Unity Party, formed by former members of the dictator Ne Win’s Burma Socialist Programme Party,
could win the election. Instead, Suu Kyi’s NLD party won by landslide.
If a healthy Suu Kyi is free prior to the 2010 election her most loyal supporters and the general public will return to the
political activism of 1995 and 2002 when she was free.
In light of that, you should expect the generals to find a way not to release Suu Kyi, in spite of their own law.
So what now? Several options could play out during the course of the next year.
The junta’s rubber-band law could find a way to keep her under house arrest. Or perhaps Suu Kyi does develop a
serious illness, effectively limiting her leadership ability.
Or, if the regime does release her—somehow seeing a political gain in that act—it could always fabricate a new reason
for her arrest, as it did in 2003.
******************************************************************************************************
Zin Linn <zinlinn@cscoms.com> - 14..05. .2009 [NLDmembrsnSupportersofCRPPnNLDnDASSK] NCGUB Press Release on DASSK facing charges

PRESS RELEASE - PRESS RELEASE - PRESS RELEASE - PRESS RELEASE - PRESS RELEASE -

May 14, 2009 (Thursday)

Junta's Ploy To Keep Daw Aung San Suu Kyi under Arrest Widely Condemned
The National Coalition Government of the Union of Burma (NCGUB) is appalled by the machinations of the Burmese
military regime aimed at extending the detention of Nobel Peace Prize laureate Aung San Suu Kyi on the basis of
trumped up charges.
The Burmese junta is using an uninvited visit to her residence by an American citizen -- John William Yettaw -- who
swam across Inya Lake near Aung San Suu Kyi's home, as a basis of the democracy leader's further detention.
She was last heard of being escorted by police to a Special Court inside Insein Prison "to face charges" over the intrusion
by the American. Her personal physician Dr Tin Myo Win and her two female companions at home are also expected to
appear in court in connection with the case.
Aung San Suu Kyi's current period of house arrest is due to end later this month.
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's residence was already a fortress, heavily guarded by armed personnel at the time of the
intrusion and if anyone is to be charged it should be the junta for failing to provide security to the Nobel Laureate under
its charge.
The junta has not made any public statement about the case but blogs set up by the junta's Ministry of Information has
been claiming that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi can face up to three years imprisonment under Article 22 of the 1975 State
Protection Law for breaching the restriction order.
This is clearly the military's reaction to a decision by the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, which found earlier
this year that her current detention violates international and Burmese law.
Prime Minister Dr Sein Win said, "It is nothing more than a political ploy to hoodwink the international community so that
they can keep Daw Aung San Suu Kyi under lock and key while the military maneuvers its way to election victory in 2010.
This is an outrage and should not be acceptable anywhere."
“It is time to stop the generals,” he continued.
“The international community must act immediately if the generals decide to continue persecuting Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi.
“Lest we forget, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is Burma's democracy icon and only hope for long-lasting peace in the country.“
The NCGUB is constituted by representatives elected in the 1990 elections in Burma.

******************************************************************************************************
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THE BURMANET NEWS, May 15, 2009, Issue #3711 - "Editor" <editor@burmanet.org> www.burmanet.org

BBCNews:

Suu Kyi insists she is innocent

May 15, 2009 - BBC News -

<http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/8051271.stm>

Burma's jailed pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi has insisted she is not guilty of violating the
terms of her house arrest, her lawyer said.
He said Ms Suu Kyi was being held in a "guest room" at the top
Insein jail in Rangoon, but seemed physically well and was "mentally

security
strong".

Western governments were quick to condemn the new charges
Ms Suu Kyi and call for her immediate release.

against

She faces trial on Monday over an apparently uninvited visit by a US

man.

"Suu Kyi said that she believes that she will be found 'not guilty' over
connection with the American intruder," her lawyer Kyi Win told the
based independent Burmese publication, Irrawaddy.

her
ThailandAung San Suu Kyiin May 2002

Reports say Ms Suu Kyi was charged under the country's Law Safeguarding the State from the Dangers of Subversive
Elements.
The charges carry a maximum jail term of five years, which would stretch her detention past its supposed expiry date on
27 May and beyond the 2010 elections.
World leaders and human rights groups have denounced the move as a pretext for Burma's military regime to silence its
chief opponent ahead of next year's election.
'Uninvited guest'
The charges follow an incident in which an American man swam across a lake to her home and stayed there secretly for
two days. His motives remain unclear.
Burmese state news agency handout photo of John Yettaw
Ms Suu Kyi's lawyer said the American, John Yettaw, had not been invited and
that she had tried to send him away.
He is expected to be tried on immigration and security offences, although the
charges are yet to be confirmed by the government.
The Burmese authorities have described the American as a 53-year-old
Vietnam war veteran and resident of the state of Missouri.
Ms Suu Kyi was detained after her party's victory in a general election in 1990
and has been under house arrest for much of the past 19 years.

Profile: Aung San Suu Kyi 'intruder' Inside
Burma's Insein prison

'Tenuous pretext'
US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and UN Secretary-General Ban Kimoon have demanded her immediate release.
British Prime Minister Gordon Brown earlier said that if "the 2010
elections are to have any semblance of credibility, she and all political
prisoners must be freed to participate".
Jose Ramos Horta, the East Timorese president and Nobel Peace Prize
winner, said he would call on the International Criminal Court to
investigate Burma's military rulers if they did not Ms Suu Kyi.

Hillary Clinton is "deeply troubled" by the charges
against Ms Suu Kyi

Thailand's prime minister also expressed concern on behalf of the Association of South East Asian Nations (Asean), one
of the few groups that allow Burma as a member.
Singapore and Indonesia joined the condemnation of the arrest. There has been no comment so far from China - now
Burma's most important trading partner.
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Ms Su Kyi's party, the National League for Democracy (NLD), which won a landslide election victory in 1990 only to be
denied power by the military, "strongly condemned" the charges, which come two weeks before
her latest detention was due to expire.
******************************************************************************************************
minye kyawswar <minyekyawswar8888@gmail.com> [8888peoplepower] Latest news:http://8888newgenerations.blogspot.com/
THE BURMANET NEWS - May 22, 2009, Issue #3716 - "Editor" <editor@burmanet.org> - www.burmanet.org

BBC NEWS - Published: 2009/05/22 11:55:46 GMT

Burma says Suu Kyi visit 'staged'
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/8063328.stm
Burma's military regime has blamed the incident which led to the arrest of opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi on "antigovernment elements".
State media quoted the foreign minister as saying that a visit to the home of Ms Suu Kyi by a US national was a stunt
designed to embarrass the government.
Ms Suu Kyi is accused of breaking the terms of her house arrest and faces up
to five years in jail if convicted.
Witnesses are continuing to testify at her trial, which began on Monday.
The trial of Aung San Suu Kyi has been widely condemned - not just by
Burma's Western critics, but by its Asian neighbours too, as a ruse to keep
her locked up until after the elections scheduled for next year.
In an apparent response to the criticism, the Burmese authorities made a rare
concession earlier this week, allowing some journalists and foreign diplomats
to observe the trial at Rangoon's Insein jail for a day.
Burma's Foreign Minister U Nyan Win defended the government's actions by
saying the incident - when the American man swam to her heavily guarded lakeside house - had been fabricated by
"internal and external anti-government elements".
He was quoted in the New Light of Myanmar as saying the stunt had been "trumped up to intensify international
pressure" on Burma.
Conviction 'almost certain'
Government witnesses have continued to give evidence, producing numerous photographs taken by US national John
Yettaw while he was at the house, and two Arabian-style women's gowns, which he allegedly used to disguise himself.
He is reported to have testified that he made the risky visit because he had a dream that she would be assassinated.
Ms Suu Kyi's lawyers say she tried to send the man away, but he refused to go, and that she only allowed him to stay
because he said he was exhausted.
Diplomats expect the trial to finish next week, and believe she will almost certainly be convicted.
Ms Suu Kyi has been in detention for more than 13 of the past 19 years.
Her latest period of house arrest was scheduled to expire on 27 May, and many observers see this case against her as a
pretext to ensure she is still in detention in 2010, when Burma's ruling generals say they will hold multi-party elections.
Aung San Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy party won the last elections, in 1990, but was never allowed to take
power.
Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/asia-pacific/8063328.stm Published: 2009/05/22 11:55:46 GMT© BBC MMIX
******************************************************************************************************
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The Irrawaddy - Newsletter for Friday, May 22, 2009

- <http://www.irrawaddy.org/print_article.php?art_id=15717>

Burmese Army on Internal Alert
By MIN LWIN

Friday, May 22, 2009

The generals who run Burma don't encourage their subordinates to pay attention to the political affairs of the country. So
when soldiers start huddling around radios listening to news of the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi, the generals start to panic.
According to military sources who spoke to The Irrawaddy recently, commanders around the country have been alerted
this week by Naypyidaw to keep a close watch on armed personnel and their families.
The military head office reportedly issued a communiqué to all battalion commanders earlier this week ordering them to
“strictly control” the activities of all personnel and their family members and warn them not to take part in any antigovernment demonstrations that might occur in the near future.
Family members are currently not allowed to go outside the military compounds where they live, said the sources. Only
armed soldiers on duty are allowed outside the barracks.
“It seems that Than Shwe is worried that his troops and their families may be Daw Suu sympathizers,” said a military
source in Rangoon.
Normally, Burmese senior generals do not allow army, navy and air force personnel to listen to or watch broadcasts
involving the NLD leader, but now the barracks are buzzing with rumors and updates from the Insein courtroom, said the
source.
“We are interested to see if the government will sentence Daw Suu,” said a family member from Naypyidaw military
regional command. “We certainly don’t think Daw Suu could be guilty of this crime.”
Meanwhile, Maj Aung Linn Htut, a former intelligence officer who currently lives in the United States, said in an open
letter that many Burmese army staff want the world to know that there is a profound difference between the State Peace
and Development Council (SPDC) and the Tatmadaw, the regular soldiers of the Burmese army.
Aung Linn Htut said that the SPDC was run by senior military generals who controlled the country’s government and
economy. Their families were granted all the business concessions, he said.
On the other hand, low-ranked officers, soldiers and general staff members did not receive benefits and faced the same
economic hardships as the general public.
In his open letter, Aung Linn Htut said that there were angry mutterings among the army regulars around the country
because they were excluded from their superiors’ access to foreign currency and earnings from natural gas revenues.
According to the former intelligence officer, the Burmese military government earned several million of dollars selling
natural gas to Thailand and had financed its new executive capital in Naypyidaw from the proceeds.

He accused the SPDC of rifling the nation’s wealth and said payments for natural gas were not transferred to the Ministry
of Revenue, but were deposited in a bank account in an unknown foreign country run by the Union of Myanmar
Economic Holding Limited (UMEHL).
UMEHL, also known in Burmese as U Pai, was founded in 1990 and deals with the investments and savings of military
personnel, military units, retired military personnel, army veteran organizations and the Ministry of Defense.
According to the International Institute for Strategic Studies, the junta’s military expenditures account for more than 40
percent of the national budget while Burma’s health and education spending is 0.4 percent and 0.5 percent respectively,
as reported in the UK-based Burma Digest online publication.
The Burmese military government buys most of its weapons from Russia, Ukraine, North Korea, China and India,
according to researchers.
**************************************************************************************
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Shwe TSL <shwenanda@gmail.com, [8888peoplepower] DASSK's Trial, Day 6, May 25, 2009.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s Trial, Day 6, May 25, 2009
(1) Trial started at 10:30 AM and ended at 2:00 PM today.

(2) Defense lawyers asked cross questions to four out of five prosecution witnesses, who were recalled by the request of
the defense team. They were able to expose irregularities of these witnesses.
(3) Defense team also questioned one out of ten prosecution witnesses who were not testified yet.
(4) Prosecution decided to withdraw its other 9 witnesses, who were submitted at the start of the trial and haven’t called
to testify yet. Therefore, the questioning of the prosecution witnesses ended.
(5) The trial will continue tomorrow (26,05,09). Daw Aung San Suu Kyi will testify, as well as Daw Khin Khin Win, Win Ma
Ma, and Mr. John W. Yettaw.
(6) Defense team requested the Judge to grant a permission of discussion with Daw Aung Suu Kyi to prepare for her
testimony tomorrow. The request was denied.
(7) The regime will hold a press conference in front of the Special Court. It has invited 21 journalists (10 form foreign
media) to attend the press conference and the hearing.
(8) Tomorrow, the defense team will submit four defense witnesses to testify before the Court. They include NLD Vice
Chairman U Tin Oo (who is still under house arrest), NLD CEC member U Win Tin and NLD MP U
Kyi Win.
**************************************************************************************
<ThaungN@aol.com > - An: undisclosed-recipients
The Associated Press - AP - <http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/05/27/AR2009052700259.html>

Suu Kyi marks 6 years of detention
Datum: Wed, 27. May 2009 08:41:29

YANGON, Myanmar -Opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi marked six years of continuous detention by Myanmar's
military regime Wednesday, as she defends herself in
court on charges that she violated the law by sheltering
an uninvited American at her home.
Suu Kyi was back in court after insisting in testimony
Tuesday that she did not violate the law. The trial, which
was expected to culminate in a guilty verdict, has
continued despite an international outcry that included
unprecedented criticism from neighboring governments
in Asia.
U.S. President Barrack Obama said Tuesday that Suu
Kyi's continued detention, isolation and "show trial based
on spurious charges" cast serious doubt on the Myanmar
government's willingness to be a responsible member of
the international community.
A traffic police officer stand by on a small lane between the wall of Myanmar's Insein
prison, left, and a small court house, right, inside the prison compound in north of
Yangon, where the trial of detained pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi is
ongoing, Tuesday, May 26, 2009. (AP Photo/Khin Maung Win) (Khin Maung Win - AP)

Asian and European ministers, meeting in Hanoi, called for a
lifting of restrictions on Myanmar's political parties, preparation
for a free, fair and multiparty election in 2010, and Suu Kyi's
release. Myanmar's neighbor Thailand has said it has "grave
concerns" about the trial.
About 150 local activists staged a peaceful demonstration in
front of the Myanmar Embassy in the Cambodian capital of
Phnom Penh on Wednesday and a similar rally was also
scheduled in Bangkok.

A Buddhist monk, center, stands next to riot police officers at a checkpoint on a road to the main entrance of Insein Prison where the
trial of detained pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi is ongoing Monday, May 25, 2009 in Yangon, Myanmar. Suu Kyi will testify
Tuesday at her trial for allegedly violating terms of her house arrest as the pr osecution's withdrawal of its nine remaining witnesses
suggested the military government wanted to quickly wrap up the proceedings. Suu Kyi, 63, is widely expected to be found guilty for
allegedly harboring an American who swam across a lake to her residence. She faces up to five years in prison. (AP Photo/Khin
Maung Win) (Khin Maung Win - AP)
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Suu Kyi's latest term of house arrest was to have ended Wednesday, according to her supporters. The regime argues
that it would have expired in November, but in any event has canceled her house arrest order, apparently because this is
required by law when a suspect is charged with a crime.
The Nobel Peace Prize laureate has spent more than 13 of the past 19 years in detention without trial, most at her
dilapidated Yangon home.
During Tuesday's court session, Suu Kyi looked pale and weak as she answered judges' questions for less than half an
hour, giving terse replies about the incident earlier this month that could lead to her being sent to prison for five years.
Spectators sitting about 40 feet (10 meters) from Suu Kyi had to strain to hear her address the bench over the buzz of
half a dozen fans whirring overhead in the stuffy courtroom. The gist of the question-and-answer session became known
to the spectators only when the judge dictated it to a court recorder who was typing up proceedings at his side.
The charge that Suu Kyi violated the terms of her detention is widely considered a pretext to keep her detained ahead of
elections the military government has planned for next year. She pleaded not guilty Friday.
Myanmar's courts operate under the influence of the military and almost always deal harshly with political dissidents.
Suu Kyi's side does not contest the basic facts of the case: She acknowledges that she allowed John W. Yettaw, 53, to
stay at her home for two days earlier this month after he swam across a lake to enter her house uninvited and then said
he was too tired and ill to leave immediately.
Suu Kyi, through her lawyers, has said that this does
not mean she violated a ban on her receiving visitors,
because it was the responsibility of the security forces
to keep intruders away from her home.
The 63-year-old democracy icon said she did not turn
Yettaw in because she did not want to get him or the
guards around her house into trouble. Yettaw, of Falcon,
Missouri, was arrested after he swam away. When he
pleaded not guilty, he explained he had a dream that
Suu Kyi would be assassinated and he had gone to
warn her.

Traffic officers stand near a large building at the main gate of Myanmar's Insein jail,
Tuesday, May 26, 2009. (AP Photo/Khin Maung Win) (Khin Maung Win - AP)

Suu Kyi offered few if any insights when she spoke
Tuesday after submitting a 1 1/2 page statement about
the incident to the court. She gave brief, carefully
phrased answers to the judges' queries.

When asked whether she accepted books and gifts
from Yettaw — several items were found at her home and could constitute a violation of the terms of her detention — she
replied: "I don't know if Mr. Yettaw had forgotten to take them or left them. Only Mr. Yettaw will know."
She is not expected to testify again, although she will continue to be present for the rest of the trial. Two women
assistants who live with her, and Yettaw, also have pleaded not guilty to the same charge.
Diplomats and reporters, including one for The Associated Press, were allowed into the courtroom for Tuesday's session,
the second time during the trial that access has been granted.
Most of the courtroom stood in silence when Suu Kyi entered the courtroom. As she walked past the diplomats and
reporters, she said: "It's difficult to talk this way. Thank you very much for your presence."
The spectators remained standing even after a visibly irritated plainclothes policeman told everyone, "You can sit now."
Only when she took her seat did they sit down. Six muscular policewomen and one female prison guard sat behind her.
Later, as four policewomen escorted her from the courtroom, she spoke again to the spectators. "Thank you for your
concern and support. It is always good to see people from the outside world," she said.
"Given her ordeal, she is in reasonably good shape," said British Ambassador Mark Canning.
Suu Kyi rose to prominence as a leader of a 1988 democracy uprising that the military brutally suppressed. Her party
won a general election in 1990 but the military, which has ruled the country since 1962, has never accepted the results.
**************************************************************************************
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THE BURMANET NEWS - May 28, 2009, Issue #3721 - "Editor" <editor@burmanet.org> - www.burmanet.org

Financial Times - (FT - UK): Published: May 28 2009 08

Burmese court rejects Suu Kyi witnesses -

By Tim Johnston in Bangkok - <http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/a9f07bca-4b53-11de-b827-00144feabdc0.html>
Lawyers for Aung San Suu Kyi, the detained Burmese opposition leader, expect to make their closing arguments in her
trial on Monday, with the verdict to be announced shortly afterwards.
On Thursday, Kyi Win, a jurist and member of Ms Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy argued that the charges
against her had been mistakenly applied. He was the only one of the four defence witnesses proposed by Ms Suu Kyi’s
team that the court allowed to take the stand.
Mrs Suu Kyi is charged with breaking the terms of her house arrest by allowing an American, John Yettaw, to stay the
night without reporting him to the authorities. Mr Yettaw used a pair of home-made flippers to swim uninvited to her
lakeside house earlier this month.
Mrs Suu Kyi, 63, is fighting the charges, which carry a maximum penalty of five years’ imprisonment.
She told the court that she gave Mr Yettaw “temporary shelter” because he was exhausted and hungry after the swim
and because she did not want to create trouble for him or for the security detail which is supposed to guard her house.
Mr Yettaw, a 53-year-old veteran of the Vietnam War who lives in Falcon, Missouri, is also on trial for breaking
immigration and national security laws. He seems to have had more confused motives for his quixotic mission.
“He said the reason he came was in his vision he saw that Aung San Suu Kyi was assassinated by terrorists. Because of
his vision, he came here to warn Aung San Suu Kyi and also the government," said Nyan Win, one of Ms Suu Kyi’s legal
team.
If he is convicted, Mr Yettaw could be sentenced to up to seven years in prison.
Mrs Suu Kyi’s trial has been widely criticised: the United States called the proceedings “outrageous”, Britain’s Gordon
Brown said he was “deeply troubled”, and a long list of Nobel Laureates and human rights activists have gathered
together to demand Ms Suu Kyi’s unconditional release.
And countries which have traditionally been reluctant to be too critical of the Burmese government, many of them Asian
neighbours, have joined in the criticism.
The Association of South East Asian Nations, an influential regional grouping of which Burma is a member, has voiced
rare concern, provoking a sharp reaction from the Burmese authorities.
"It is not political, it is not a human rights issue. So we don't accept pressure and interference from abroad," Maung Mynt,
Burma’s deputy foreign minister told ministers gathered for an Asia-Europe Meeting in the Cambodian capital Phnom
Penh on Thursday.
But most outside observers say that Ms Suu Kyi's treatment only makes sense when seen through the lens of Burma's
internal politics.
Diplomats say that even China, Burma’s biggest trading partner and most influential ally, is privately unhappy with the
government’s decision to put Ms Suu Kyi on trial, although it is holding fast to its policy of non-intervention in public.
**************************************************************************************
Zin Linn <zinlinn@cscoms.com> - [NLDmembrsnSupportersofCRPPnNLDnDASSK] NCGUB: News & Articles on Burma, Thursday, 28 May 2009

Democratic Voice of Burma - <http://english.dvb.no/news.php?id=2565>

Security 'didn't stop' Yettaw visit - 28. May 2009
May 28, 2009 (DVB)–Soldiers guarding Aung San Suu Kyi’s house knew of John Yettaw entering the compound earlier
this month and did little to prevent it, Yettaw told the courtroom yesterday.
Burma’s opposition leader is on trial for harbouring the US citizen who swam to her compound earlier this month where
she is held under house arrest.
Suu Kyi told the courtroom yesterday that the breach of security that allowed Yettaw into the house was the fault of
authorities charged with guarding her compound, and not Suu Kyi.
Yettaw yesterday added substance to this argument with claims that he had passed a number of soldiers en route to the
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compound.
“He said, on his second visit, he was seen by about four to five soldiers on his way into her compound,” said lawyer Nyan
Win.
“They were carrying guns with them but they didn’t do anything to stop him from approaching the house, apart from
throwing some stones at him.”
It was the second time Yettaw had visited Suu Kyi’s house, the last occasion being in November 2008 when he also
swam across Lake Inya.
On both occasions he said he was “on a mission from God” to warn Suu Kyi and the Burmese government that a plot
was being hatched by terrorists to assassinate Suu Kyi and pin the blame on the government.
“He said he was only here to warn us, as God told him to and that he loves Burmese people and has respect to the
Burmese Police who are very well disciplined.
Reporting by Naw Say Phaw http://english.dvb.no/news.php?id=2565
**************************************************************************************
Tin Kyi <mtinkyi7@yahoo.com>, [NLDmembrsnSupportersofCRPPnNLDnDASSK] Burma Related News - May 30, 2009.
Democratic Voice of Burma - DVB News

Suu Kyi trial adjourned further - <http://english.dvb.no/news.php?id=2574>
May 30, 2009 (DVB)–

The next hearing in the trial of Burma's Aung San Suu Kyi has been delayed by the court until 5 June, with no reason
given, said the opposition leader's lawyer.
In a letter sent to lawyer Kyi Win yesterday evening, the court at Rangoon's Insein prison, where Suu Kyi is on trial for
alleged breaching of conditions of her house arrest, announced the trial would be further adjourned until 5 June.
The next hearing had originally been set for 1 June.
Another member of Suu Kyi's legal team, Nyan Win, said that no reason had been given for the delay.
Nyan Win had previously suggested that the court was attempting to rush through the trial, following last week's abrupt
dropping of the final nine prosecution witnesses, and the disqualification of all but one of Suu Kyi's witnesses.
Yesterday the National League of Democracy spoke of their conern for Suu Kyi's health.
She is being held at a special 'guesthouse' at Insein prison, and is said to be suffering from leg cramps that are
preventing her from sleeping.
Reporting by Htet Aung Kyaw
**************************************************************************************
THE BURMANET NEWS - May 30  June 1, 2009, Issue #3723 - "Editor" <editor@burmanet.org> - www.burmanet.org

AFP:

Myanmar overshadows ASEAN as it tries to focus on trade

<http://news.morningstar.com/newsnet/ViewNews.aspx?article=/DJ/200906010438DOWJONESDJONLINE000102_univ.xml>

ASEAN
June 1, 2009 - Agence France Presse
Myanmar overshadows ASEAN as it tries to focus on trade  Martin Abbugao
Military-ruled Myanmar and its treatment of democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi are casting a cloud over the ASEAN
bloc as it tries to focus on strengthening international trade links.
Analysts said trade, investment and the threat of a nuclear-armed North Korea were the dominant themes at a summit of
Southeast Asian leaders with their South Korean host in the island of Jeju.
But the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) cannot brush aside new questions about its credibility after its
most troublesome member Myanmar brought fresh charges against Aung San Suu Kyi, they said.
Thai Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva, the current ASEAN chair, was trying to convene a meeting of its leaders later
Monday on the sidelines of the ASEAN-Korea Summit, diplomatic sources said.
Abhisit said in Bangkok Sunday that Aung San Suu Kyi's trial, which has drawn strong international condemnation, would
be discussed.
Aung San Suu Kyi was brought to court for allegedly violating the terms of her house arrest after an uninvited American
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swam to her lakeside home. She has been under various forms of detention for 13 of the past 19 years.
Her lawyers worked Monday to prepare closing statements, a day after the ruling junta accused her of covering up the
American's visit.
"ASEAN was bogged down (by Myanmar) last week in its meeting with Europe," said Bridget Welsh, a Southeast Asia
specialist at the Johns Hopkins University in the United States.
She was referring to last week's gathering in Hanoi of Asian and European foreign ministers.
"The failure of ASEAN to take a strong stand on Myanmar has seriously undermined the credibility of the organization.
ASEAN as an organization cannot evolve without Myanmar taking steps to show it genuinely respects the norms of the
international community," she (Bridget Welsh) said
Analysts and diplomats said the problem has become especially acute since
ASEAN members including Myanmar signed a charter, or mini-constitution, which came into force last year.
Under this they commit themselves "to strengthen democracy, enhance good"ASEAN was bogged down (by Myanmar)
last week in its meeting with Europe," said Bridget Welsh, a So governance and the rule of law, and to promote and
protect human rights and fundamental freedoms."
Myanmar however is "behaving as if it has not signed the charter at all," a Southeast Asian diplomat told AFP.
"Even with Myanmar on its back, ASEAN is doing quite well expanding its trade ties. Imagine what it can do without
having to deal with the baggage of Myanmar," he said on condition of anonymity.
"ASEAN members are fed up with Myanmar, and although they are not saying so publicly, many would like Myanmar to
leave," said Welsh.
"Its intractable failure to respect basic human rights stains ASEAN and every ASEAN country indirectly."
She said however that expelling Myanmar from the 10-nation grouping was not the solution.
"More pressure on Myanmar to act responsibly is essential. ASEAN needs to"ASEAN was bogged down (by Myanmar)
last week in its meeting with Europe," said Bridget Welsh, a So work with all the Asian countries to send a consistent
message that their treatment of Aung San Suu Kyi is not acceptable," Welsh added.
Negotiations for a region-to-region free trade pact between ASEAN and the European Union have failed to make
significant progress due largely to European concerns over human rights abuses and lack of democracy in Myanmar.
Some European countries are now proposing that the EU negotiate trade pacts with individual ASEAN states rather than
with the bloc as a whole.
Analysts said Myanmar will also be a sticking point should ASEAN and the United States seek a free trade pact.
Myanmar has rejected the international condemnation, saying it will resist interference in its domestic affairs.
Panitan Wattayanagorn, spokesman for Thai Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva, told AFP discussions about Aung San Suu
Kyi at international forums involving ASEAN could not be sidestepped.
"You cannot avoid this issue," he said, adding however that Myanmar needs more time to put reforms in place.
**************************************************************************************
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